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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, STRONACH-
DUTTON SYSTEM, ETC.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: Can he state when the views of the
Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. Stileman} on the
Stronach-Dutton road-rail system, the De-
caunville light railway system, or other sys-
tems, and the possibility of their application
to our far-out pioneer wheat areas, will be
available?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
A road-rail traction system requires a sub-
stantial road bed to take the traction wheels.
The cost will depend upon the loeal avail-
ahility of suitable road material, and inves-
tigations of the site are essential before
comparative estimates of cost with other
forms of transport can be put up. The
fime of the Engineer-in-Chief is very fully
occupied at present, but he will make a
fuller report as earlv as possible.

QUESTION—TIMBER INDUSTRY.
Safe Working, Housing Accommodation.

Mr. WILSOXN "(for Miss Holman) asked
the Premier: 1, Do the Government intend
to introduce this session legislation for the
sale working of timber mills and the timber
industry generally? 2, Do the Government
intend to infrodnee this session legislation
dealing with housing accommodation for
employees in the timber industry?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, It is regretted
that time will not permit of intreducing any
such legislation this session, but a Bill will
be prepared for introduction next sessiom.
2, This is not practicable.

QUESTION—EENDENUP, PINE
PLANTING.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that there is a proposal or sug-
gestion that the Kendenup estate be ac-
quired by an BEastern States company for
the purpose of planting pine trees¢ 2, As
this estate has a railway and a main road
running through it, will he eause inquiries
to be made with a view to purchasing the
remaining portion for the purpose of group
settlement, as there is plenty of waste land
available for pine plantation?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, This
matter has already been under considers-
tion at the instance of the member for the
distriet,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS COMMIS-
SIONER, APPOINTMENT.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Premier: As indications show it is the
intention of the Government to eclose the
session of Parliament on or about the 1Sth
December, is it proposed to appoint a Rail-
way Commissioner and to give the House
an opportunity of discussing and of econ-
firming or rejecting the appointinent?

The PREMIER: The question is one of
which notice may well be given.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Indusiries Assistance Act Continuance.
Wilhout amendment.

2, Vermin Act Amendment.
With amendments.

BILL—GROUP SETTLEMENT,

Introduced by the Premier (for the Mim-.
ister for Lands) and read a first time.
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BILL—BRITISH IMPERIAL OIL GOM-
PANY LTD. (PRIVATE)

Adoption of Select Committee’s Report,

On motion by the Minister for Works,
ordered: That the report of the select com-
miftee appointed to inguire into the Bill be
adopted and the Bill be reprinted accord-
ingly.

The CHALRMAN OF COMMITTEES
(Mr. Lutey)}: I have to report that the sev-
eral provisions of the Standing Orders re-
lating to private Bills have been eomplied
with in respeet of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—

That in view of the favounrable report of the
gelect committee, tho lateness of the session,
and Standing Order 352, rclating to private
Bills, the second reading be proceeded with
forthwith,

Question put and passed.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
vead notifying that, in aceordance with No.
51 of the Joint Standing Orders of Parlia-
ment relating to private Bills, having been
informed of the purport of the Bill, he gave
his consent, as far as His Majesty’s interest
or the interest of the Government was con-
cerned, to the Legislative Assembly to do
therein as they thought fit.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
A. MecCallum—South Fremantle) [4.40]
in moving the second reading said: I
am sorry that it is necessary to proceed with
the second reading of the Bill straight away,
but, as hon. members are aware, the Stand-
ing Orders specify definite times that must
elapse between the different stages in con-
nection with private Bills. This makes it
necessary to proceed with the measure.
Members have the Bill in its reprinted form
and the seleet committee’s report hefore
them, The Bill merely provides the right
for the company- to lay pipes along certain
thoroughfares at North Fremantle. Tt is
the intention of the company to import oil
in bulk, and they are providing large stor-
age accommodation at North Fremantle.
The company are in negotiation with the
Government for a long lease of portion of
the foreshore at North Fremantle, Oil will
be imported in bulk, not only for the use of

[ASSEMBLY.]

shipping. All the tinning and easing will Le
done in the State, and oil will be trans-
rorted to the country distriets, largely in
bulk. The company propose to spend over
£60,000 straight away and will employ be-
fween 80 and 100 men.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: What will they
think about your petrol tax?

'he MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: The
company operate elsewhere throughout the
world where there is a petrol tax. 1 have
no doubt what their attitude will be in Aus-
iralia. They propose to do a lot of work in-
side the State that formerly was done out-
gide the State. They are prepared to un-
dertake the construction of the works imme-
diately. A eompany showing such enterprise
should receive encouragement and the Bill
will provide the neeessary right to lay pipes
along  streets. An agreement has been
arvived at with the North Fremantle Muni-
cipal Council and the eompany have eom-
pounded with the couneil respecting the rates
and taxes, by agreeing to pay £33 a year in
lieu of rates that may be levied against
them. The company desire to go right
ahead with the work, which will be of con-
siderable benefit to the State, and particuo-
larly to North Fremantle.

Hon. Siv James Mitchell: Wil] the lease
with the Government be submitted to Par-
liament?

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: Yes.
Negotiations are proceeding with Lhe Minis-
ter for Lands, I am hoping that he was
able to finalise the agreement in Melbourne.
He was to confer with the head office of the
company there on the few points that re-
mained to be settled, There is some Crown
land adjacent to the old abattoirs along the
gandhills situated om the neck towards the
North Mole along the beach frontage. It is
waste country at the present time and con-
tains ahont six or eight acres, which are to
be taken over so that the company mnay con-
struet large oil tanks there. The works will
he nearer {o North Fremantle, where the can-
ning and casing will be done. This will
mean retaining a considerable amount of
money localiy. This is no monopoly, be-
cause the Anglo-Persian 0Oil Co, secured
the passage of a similar Bill through Par-
liament some years ago, and have a large
storage plant in the vicinity of Monument
Hill. They do not do thbeir canning or eas-
ing locally, The British Imperial Company
are purely British and propose to do all
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their work locally,  Although 1 have not
been approached, 1 am informed that an-
other oil vum) any will be preferring a simi-
tar request presently, and they propose to
bring all {heiv oif here in bulk and ean and
case it locally. That will mean a similar
expenditure, and employment for more men.
The Bilt provides the rirht for the eompany
fo lJay their mains down the strects, which
will enahiec them to supply oil to the bhoats.

Mr. Sampson: T« the right for a definite
period?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: No
period is set,  Fvery saferuard has heen
nrovided. The proviciens are veallv enah-
ling, but everything is subject to the approval
of the Govermment. The company cannot
proceed with works or interfere with water
mains, seweraze pipes or enlverts withont
the approval of the Government. Of course
there would need to be substantial reasons
Lefore any objection would be raised to their
cperations, The whole cost has to be borne
by the company. The representatives of the
loeal authorities and of the company, to-
gether with the Crown Law and Harbour
Trost authonties have been econsulted, and
there is ne difference of opinion on the pro-
visions of the Bill. This will be a good pro-
position for the State in that it will keep
within the State a considerable amount of
noney that is now sent outside. I am only
sorry that all the other oil companies have
not made similar proposals. T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.47]: It is a pity that a Bill of
this kind should be rushed through the
House.

The Premier: It was referred to a select
committee.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
not heard the report of the select committee
read, and it is usual to have such reports
read. I do not know what the select com-
mittee reported. We have not bhad the re-
port.

The Premier: Yes, it has been presented.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
was it presented?

The Premier: The select committee re-
ported that they agreed to the Bill subject
to certain amendments.

2481

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
wembers shonld have an opportunity to per-
use the report.

The Premier: Apart from proposing cer-
tain amendments, the report contains no-
thing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not oppose Lhe Bill; I do not wish to
stand in the way of enterprise. [ am
glad that these people are coming here
1o esiablish works. What I object to is the
way in whieh this measure is being rushed
through. We should have an opportunity
to consider the seleet commiitee’s report.
The Minister wants power for the company
to lay mains.  That pre-supposes a lease.
The Government cannof give a lease of many
six-acre blocks at North Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: We have three
or four times that area.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
hopeful that some day bulk handling of
wheat will he adopfed and the machinery
will be located at North Fremantle. ~When
Bills of this deseription are presented to Par-
liament, it is usual to submit a plan showing
the area to be leased.

The Minister for Works: The lease is uot
inclided in the Bill. It is entirely separate.

lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister desires o give the Honse the fullest
information, a plan should be presented.
The Bill merely gives power to the company
to lay mains, but the Minister might have
informed us what it is intended to lease
to the company and the terms and conditions
of the lease.

The Minister for YWorks: The lease of the
land is entirely separate from the Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
doubtless the Minister knows just what land
is to be leased. He would mot have sub-
mitted the Bill had he not known that.

The Minister for Works: There are a
couple of points in the lease still ontstand-
ng. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This Bill
is designed to give pipe aceess to the land.
We shonld have been told what land is to
be leased and the conditions. If the House
approves of the Bill, as doubtless it will, the
lease will be entered into. I have no objec-
tion to granting the right to lay mains. I
am glad the company propose to de their
canning and casing of oil here instead of
overseas.
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MR. THOMSON (XKatanning) [4.52]: 1
support the second reading. The lease of the
land on which it is proposed to erect the
storage tanks was not discussed by the select
committee. All we considered was the agree-
ment entered into by the North Fremantle
Council and the company, giving the right to
lay conduits along certain roads. For that
right the company have agreed to pay an
annual rate of £35. The rating of the sheds
and tanks on the site ultimately to be leased
to the company will be made on the ordinary
basis. 1 welcome the establishment of these
works. The erection of storage tanks and
the distribution of bulk kerosene and petrol
in the country districts should lead to a
- c¢heapening of the working of agricultural
machinery.

Hon., Sir James Mitchell:
some of the 3d. tax?

Mr. THOMSON: It will not save that.
There was little for the seleet committee to
discuss. The Bill is a simple one to vali-
date an agreement between the North Fre-
mantle municipality and the company. I
welecome the expenditure of a sum estimated
at £60,000 on works that will employ up to
100 men. The more works of the kind we
have established here, the betler it will be for
the State.

It will save

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) {+55): I sup-
port the second reading. It is an indieation
of the progress of the State that big works
are being established at Fremantle, and I
believe it will mean the effecting of some
economy. The company have shown great
enterprise. They have to face a rather re-
markable position regarding the case wood
and block tin used. Manufactured eases and
cans containing kerosene and benzine are
admitted free of duty, but case wood in the
form of shooks and block tin have to pay
duty. That is an anomaly. The Premier
will recall that a similar principle has been
adopted in Dublin, where pipes have been
laid along streets and ways to convey
Guinness’s stout.

The Premier: In 30-in. mains, too.

Mr, SAMPSON: That is a very inviting
spectacle. The pipes have a capacity of
15,000 hogsheads per day, and the stout i
conveyed from the brewery through pipes to
the canal, where the hogsheads are filled.

The Minister for Works: Have the pipes
been known to burst?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SAMPSON: I cannot say, but there
has been no publie protest.

The Premier:
dustry in Dublin.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. Here we have
not the facilities to convey stout through
pipes, but perhaps we are approaching that,
in view of the faect that we are providing
for pipes to convey petrol. Perhaps the
next step will be—

The Minister for Works: The linking up
of the Swan Brewery?

Mr. SAMPSON: No; perhaps the next
step will be a good supply of water.

It is really the only in-

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Notice {o be served, and plan
deposited before breaking up streets:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
the third reading is gone on with to-morrow
I shal] have all the particulars supplied to
members with regard to the Ilease of six
acres.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Penalty for breaking up with-
out notice, or delay in reinstating:

My, MARSHALL: The Minisfer is being
rather lenient to the company. Should they
neglect any particular thing or do any dam-
age the ouly penalty provided is one of £50.

Mr. J. H. Smith:
from £5.

Mr. MARSHALL: Another Bil} provides
that if an individual fails to furnish a re-
turn under the petrol tax he is liable to a
fine of £100, The penalty in the case of
this company should be at least £500.

That was increased

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 17—agreed to.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.
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BILL—FIRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Min-
ister—Hannans) [3.5] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill contains practically
only one claugse and the schedule. The Act
limits the interest that may be paid by the
Fire Brigades Board on borrowed money to
6 per cent. The board when endeavouring te
borrow money to carry out necessary works
found that they could not borrow at 6 per
cent., and had to pay 6% per cent. They
arranged with the Commonwealth Bank for
a loan of £20,000 at 614 per cent.,, but could
not proceed with the loan until the bank had
some aunthority for colleeting in ecase the
Fire Brigades Board defaulted. All the
Bill seeks to do is to give the bank power
to put in a receiver in the event of such de-
fault, The Government have already given
a letter to the Commonweslth Bank stating
that it was intended this session to intro-
duce the necessary legislation. The matter
has been submitted to the Crown Law au-
thorities. The legal advisers of the Fire
Brigades Board and of the bank also agree
that this Bill is necessary, and that it covers
the object sought. The moneys that have
been raised are particularly for the purpose
of equipment and the construction of new
stations in the metropolitan area and coun-
try distriets.

Hon. G. Taylor:
tion too.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No.
the purpose of quarters. I do not want te
misrepresent the position. The board have
purchased a block of land adjoining the
present fire station in Perth for the pur-
pose eventually of extensions, and portion
of this money will be used to pay Yor the
land. New stations will be built at Subiaeo,
North Perth, Fremantle, Midland Junetion
and Guildford. In the country, additions
will be made Lo existing stations at Albany,
Beverley, Busselton, Canning, Collie, Kat-
anning, Kellerberrin, Northam, Merredin,
and Wagin, and a new station will be built
at Narrogin. This list of works, it is an-
ticipated, will, when completed, absorb a
little more than the £20,000, but this is
what the hoard are prepared to spend at
present.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Have they
power to build coftages for Bremen at
Northam?

1971

And some accornmoda-

1t is not for
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Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: No. An amend-
ment to the Aet providing for that was sug-
gested, but either withdrawn or defeated.
This Bill has nothing to do with quarters.
It provides only that the bank shall appoint
a receiver in the event of the board de-
faulting. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitehell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—OONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P, Collier—
Boulder) [5.12] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is & short Bill, designed for
the purpose of slightly broadening the exist-
ing franchise for the Legislative Counecil, 1t
seeks to amend paragraph 2 of Section 15 of
the Constitulion Aet Amendmeni Aect, 1899.
That paragraph deals with the householder
within the province occupying a dwelling-
house of a elear annual value of £17 sterling,
The Bill proposes to climinate that para-
graph, and substitute for it what is known as
the household franchise. The other qualifi-
cations for the Legislative Council, such as
the freehold estate within the province of &
clear annual value of £50 sterling, the lease-
hold estate within the province of a clear
annual value of £17, and the license from
the Crown to depasture, ocenpy, or mine
upon Crown lands within the provinee of a
tental value of not less than £1¢ per annum,
are still to be retained, but the Bill will
abolish plural voting. At present any per-
son who possesses any one of the quali-
fications T have read in any or all of the
ten provinces which make up the electoral
provinces of the Council, is entitled to a
vote in each one of those provinces if he pos-
sesses the necessary qualifications. The Bill
proposes to substitute the household fran-
chise for the £17 clear annual value fran-
chise, and to abolish plural voting, but the
right to vote once in any one of these pro-
vinces, provided that the eclector has the
necessary gqualifications, is retained. I think
it will be agreed that this is a very moderate
Bill. It does not go as far as I should like
to see it go, but it goes as far as we may
expect approval of such a measure to ex-
tend at the present time. ’ersonally, I have
never been able to understand just why the
sum of £17 annual rental value has been
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fixed as a qualification. 1 have never been
able to see any special virtue in the payment
of £17 a year, or in, say, the person who
pays 7s. per week rent as against the per-
son who pays Gs. or 55. The amount of
£17 seems fo have been fixed without any
prineiple whatever, so far as can be dis-
covered. It appears to have heen adopted as
a guess.

Mr. Thomson: On the basis of 6s. 6d. per
week rental.

The PREMIER: But why 6s. 6d. rather
than 35s. 6d. or 7s. 6d.9 If the figure of
£17 was chosen in the belief that it would
practically enfranchise every householder, in
the belief that even the humblest habitation
would be of the value of Gs, 6d. per week,
then there ean he no possible objection to
this Bill, which seeks merely to say that
cvery householder shall be entitled to vote
for the Legislative Council regardless of the
rental value of his premises.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: In the metropolitan
area I think only {we small houses on the
Causeway would be excluded by the present
qualifieation.

The PREMIER: Kven those, I believe,
would carry the qualification. The present
qualification has turned out to be an occu-
pational or geographical qualification., In
some parts of the Stafe, possibly because of
local conditions, rental values are very law,
50 that the oceupant of even a house that
affords a family a fairly comfortable home
finds himself without the necessary qualifica-
tion. In other parts of the State persons
similarly eireamstanced would be entitled to
the franchise. I may quote the case of the
timber workers in the South-West, whose
rental—althongh they have comfortable
four-roomed houses—as the result of an
arrangement with the employers has been
fixed at about 4s. per week, while in Perth
similar houses would bring at least £1 per
week.

Mr. Sampson: Generally speaking,
weatherboard houses are not allowed to be
built in Perth.

The PREMIER: When I say Perth, T
mean the metropolitan area. Even to-day it
is permissible, I think, to erect weatherboard
houses in the suburbs.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, it is.

Mr. Sampszon: It should be so. The re-
strietion is too severe,

The PREMIER: Probably. However, I
am pointing out that in the metropolitan
area cottages similar to those in the timber
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distriets would bring a rental of not less than
£1 per week. In this respect, therefore, the
qualification s geographical. The same ar-
gument applies on the goldfields, though
possibly to a less extent. Houses or homes
there may be humble, and worth very little
in mioney, but they provide habitations for
the people who live in them and aiford the
essential requirements of a dwelling place.
Simply because they are sitnaled on the
outback goldlields, their rental value is small,
and consequently the occupiers are debarred
from exercising the Legistative Couneil
franchise. That anomaly should be rectified,
and it would be rectified if a household
franchise qualification obtained. Apart from
that aspect one might argue that the day

of property rights in the matier of eleet-

ing representatives of the veople has long
passed by. Certainly that is the case in
many countries. It has passed away as re-
gards some phases of Australian politieal
life. When, 25 years ago, the Federal Coa-
stitution was heing framed, no provision
was made for a property qualification. It
may be argued that (here is considerable dif-
ference between the vote value in relation
to the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives respectively, but that is so merely be-
cause the Benale was supposed fo be fixed
on a State basis.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
House.

The PREMIER: Yes, and so the State
representation in the Senate was - fixed re-
gardless of the population of a State, where-
as for the House of Representatives the basis
was fixed at one vote, one value.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Senate is
purely a party Honse now.

The PREMIER: Yes; and if T were dis-
pose to digress for the purpose of express-
ing my views with regard to the Senate, I
wounld say that that House ought te be abol-
ished, at any rate as now constituted. The
Senate has become a perfect farce. Revert-
ing to the Bill, let me say that the position
would be different if the Franchisc for a
second Chamber were conferred upon per-
sons who had rendered great service to their
eountry, or even if there were an educa-
tional qualification. Either of those hases
would he more logieal than the mere pos-
session of a certain amount of property.
To-day the person who owns a block of
Jand of the value of £50 in every one of the
10 provinces is entitled to exercise a vote

It is a State
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in each of the 10 provinces. But an artist
or an educationist or a poet or even a
statesman residing at the Palace Hotel, or
in lodgings in the city, and not possessing
property in land, would be an outeast so far
25 the Legislative Council was concerned.
Mr. Hughes: Such a man 'might be pay-
ing £4 4s. a week for board and lodging.

The PREMIER: Yes. A Macaulay, a
Bernard Shaw, a Shakespeare, or some other
genius could not vote for our Legislative
Council unless he possessed the properiy
qualification. The time has come for such
an antiguated prineiple to be thrown over-
board.

My, Sampson: In the days of Shake-
speare the possession of properly was re-
garded as an evidence of intelligence.

The PREMIER: In some quarters it is
50 to-day. But the property must be real
property. A man might have £10,000 in the
bank or in QGovernment bonds, but that
would not eount. Property only counts for
the purposes of the Legislative Couneill if
it is veal estate.

Mr. Thomson: The man owning real es-
tate cannot move out in five minutes.

The PREMIER: That is the old argu-
ment about the man with nothing at all
walking out in five minutes. The property
qualification is an absurdity which ought to
have hecn rectified long ago. At present
there are 202,046 electors enrolled through-
out the State for the Legislative Assembly,
and only 57,401 for the Legislative Couneil.
That is to say, there are 144,645 persons
who are qualified and entitled to exercise a
vote for the election of members of this
House, but who may not vote for the elec-
tion of members of another place. Survely
that is an absurdity. Surely it is unreason-
able to say that that large body of adults,
of men and women, who may go to the polls
to vote for our good selves, shall not vote
for the lords who rule over us in the Legis-
lative Council. It is strange to ohserve—
1 do not know whether this is due o the
fact of people becoming indifferent—that
there are fewer electors for the Legislative
Council to-day than there were 12 or 15
years a2go.

Hon. Sir James Mitcbell: The people are
careless about the franchise.

The PREMIER: That may be so.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
more houses to-day, anyhow.

There are
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The PREMIER: There should be.
The enrolments for the Legislative Coun-

cil, bowever, are not as numerous now
as they were 12 or 13 years ago.
Even this Bill will not rectify the

great anomaly of fully 143,000 of our
citizens being disfranchised for the Legisla-
tive Council. It will not nearly remedy that
injustice, but will go some distanec towards
doing s0. We have to recall, too, that of the
37,000 names on the Legislative Couneil
roll, a good many are duplications—how
many 1 cannot say. Quite a considerable
number of the 37,000 electors are on the
roll for wore than one provinee—many of
them, perhaps, for all 1¢ provineces. How-
ever, I have no figures as to that aspect.

Ilon. Sir James Mitehell: Not many
would be on the roll for the whole of the
10 provinces.

The PREMIER: There would be some,
and there would be many on the roll for
two, three, or four provinces, having the
necessary qualification in each of that num-
ber of provinees. Our Legislative Council
is less amenable to the will of the people
than is the old, historie, Conservative House
of Lords itself, an institution that has held
swav in the government of Great Britain
for eight or nine hundred years. The British
Constitution a few years ago was 5o
amended as to make the House of Lords
responsive to the will of the people. Cer-
tain procedure has to be followed, but in
the lapse of two years it is quite possible
for any Government in the House of Com-
mons to secure the passage through the
House of Lords of any legislation it may
deem desirable. And so that conservative
institution has been made responsive to the
will of the people. But our Legisiative
Couneil may go on defying the will of the
people, rejecting measures that the vast
majority of the electors have requested year
after year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T think they
put too much legislation through.

The PREMIER: During the past two
vears they bhave shown that they are pre-
pared to ignore the will of the people so far
as it can be ascertained by the election of
members to this Chamber. One need only look
down the list of Bills rejected or mutilated
Jast session, and which appear to be in a
fair way to receive the same treatment this
session.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: My word, they
ought to! :
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The PREMIER: That is what the hon.
member may think, but the majority in this
Chamber think otherwise. And it is for
both Houses of Parliament to give effect to
the will of the people. Members of another
place are not elected to legislate aecording
to their own views and regardless of the de-
sires of the will of the people.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Are you look-
ing at the Minister for Works?

The PREMIER: No, the Minister for
Works has been carrying out a poliey for
which the vast majority of the people have
asked.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No fear!
would not touch it with a 40ft. pole.

The Minister for Works: Then what are
we doing over here?

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: T do now koow.
1 cannot understand it. .

The PREMIER: There is no 4donbt the
57,000 electors responsible for the Legisla-
tive Council are able to set sside the de-
sires of the 144,000——

Mr. Sampson: T understand they have set
aside the views of the minority of the 202,000
Assembly electors.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We are repre-
senting the majority.

The PREMIER: The majority of the
votes cast. But there are on this side of
the House 11 seats for which no votes were
cast, there being no contests in these 11
constituencies. Had there been those addi-
tional contests, it would be found that a
substantial majority of the votes cast at the
last election were cast for members on this
side of the House.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T.et us have a
redistribution, and so settle it,

The PREMIER : I am not geing to pur-
sue that line or argument, but there can be
no question as to where the majority of the
votes were, last time at any rate.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They were not
east at all.

The PREMIER: The votes cast at the
election of a member to another place on
one occasion showed that only 15 per cent.
of the electors took the ironble to o to the
booth. At that election the member re-
turned secured a majority of only the 15 per
cent. of those who voted. ¥Yet he is one
of the greatest obstructinnists to-dav,
taking to himself the right to pull
Bills about and diselaim agzainst the Min-
ister for Works, and talking about the
Minister’s autocratic attitude. Yet he repre-

They
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sents merely a majority of 15 per cent. of
the electors of the provinte! I do not know
whether his activity just now is caused by
the fact that he has to go before the electors
next year, when more than 15 per cent. of
the electors may go to the poll.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Are yon reflect-
ing on a member of another place?

The PREMIER : No, I am merely stating
facts.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They never dis-
cuss us, you know.

The PREMIER: They never diseuss the
Minister for Works, do they?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They ought to.

The PREMIER: Yet when he, in the cor-
ridor, diseusses one of them, they become en-
raged about it. I do not like using a hack-
neyed phrase but I cannof help saying that
the Council oceupies a position that is not
conductive to peace, order and the good gov-
ernment of the country, This cannot but
bave a disturbing effect on the minds of
those 144,000 electors.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
care a jot.

The PREMIER: But they do, especially
when, session after session, they see rejected
Bills for which they bave been asking for
many years, So Jong as any considerable
section of the people are debarred from the
right to elect members to another place, so
long will that tend to the promotion of in-
dustrial unrest.

Mr. Latham: Tt does not save it in Queens-
land, where they have abolished the second
Chamber.

The PREMIER: I do not know that any
unrest is there, ontside the seamen’s union.

Mr. Latham: And the railways.

The PREMTER: There may have heen
trouble once or twice.

Mr. Latham: Well, do not blame another
place.

The PREMIER: Will the hon. member
say that if, bv the action of another place,
the amending Arbitration Bill should fail fo
heecome law this session it will not bave a
tendency to promote industrial unrest
amongst those dissatisfied with the existing
Aet?

Mr. Latham: I do not think it will inter-
fere with them.

The PREMIER: I do not desire to say a
word that mayv be constructed into a threat,
but T know that if, by the action of another
rlace, something in the nature of s reason-

They do not
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able Arbitration Bill be not passed this ses-
sion, probably we shall not have—

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will get
a reasonable Bill all righl.

The PREMIER : I hope we shall. Bat if
we may judge of the manner in, which it has
been dealt with so far, we may be pardoned
for doubting the measure of reason that will
be in the Bill when it is finally passed.

The Minister for Works: A man would be
preity optimistic to think otherwise. There
are two sheets of fresh amendments for to-
day.

The PREMIER: Amendments made in
that Bill in another place entirely deprive
that House of the right to be regarded as a
House of review. Absurd, preposterous,
stnpid amendments were made in another
place by a House who, when this Bill comes
up, will say that their existence js essential
to the good government of the country in
order that they may check hasty legislation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think it was
hasty, too.

The PREMIER : Then what might be said
of tho haste that characterised some of tbe
amendments, haste or indifference or want of
knowledge that was responsible for some of
the amendments made in another place?
However apart from that, I say that on the
basie prineiple, the principles of demoeracy
~—I do not like using the word, for it has
heen used for so many improper purposes.
A great man once remarked, “Oh liberty,
what crimes are committed in thy name!”
These days we wmight substitute the weord
“democracy” for “liberty” and still use that
phrase. However, as I say, we cannot es-
cape the fact that adult men and women in
this country should have & greater voice in
the election of another place than is pos-
sible for them to-day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Some 50 per
cent. of them do nol want a voice in the
election of members here.

The PREMIER: T do not know. The per-
centage of votes cast for this House last
time was over GO.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh ne.

The PREMIER: Well, T do know that
the pereeniage of votes to enrolments
in my constitnency at the previous election
was 84. That was not allowing for those
who had left the district, or died, or were
ahsent, or, for other causes, ineligible to
vote.

Mr. Sampson: The average at the last
election was under 52.
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The PREMIER: 1 thought it was slightly
uver G0. Still, it is certain that a propor-
tion ol the 50 per cent. were men and women
who were precluded from exereising = vote
for the Council. That is only a fair assump-
tion. When, a few years ago, the country
was in danger and called upon to defend it-
self, no property qualifications were de-
manded at Francis-street. No young man
who walked up there and offered to enlist
was asked whether he owned a block of land
of the value of £50, or paid an annual rental
of £17 10s. He was accepted to defend the
people and the property of this country.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A lot did not
go.
The PREMIER : But a very great number
who did go were young men not entitled to
vote for the Legislative (ouneil,

Mr. Davy: And you took them over 18
and now you won't let them get a beer if
they want it.

The PREMIER: I would not mind giving
the boys a beer. But there is the fact, and
to-day there are thousands of those young
men who, having returned from the war, have
gone back to their usual ocewpations and
still have not the mecessary qualifications en-
titling them to vote for the Legislative Coun-
ail.

Mr. Heron: Although rearing families,
as many of them sare.

The PREMIER: Yes, that is so.

Ar. Latham: Well, they must be entitled
to vote.

The PREMIER: No, down in the timber
areas and on the mills, not one of them is
entitled to be enrolled for the Legislative
Couneil. Of some 2,000 odad electors for the
Assembly electvrate of Forrest, only a very
few of them, not more than 60, have the
necessary fualifieations for the Legislative
Council.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
tivem live in Perth.

The PREMIER: ITundreds of these men
to-day arc returned soldiers. There were no
property qualifications then. If in time of
trouble a man is called upon, or if he offers
his services to the epuntry, or if the nation
takes the rizsht to demand his serviees, at
least that man should be entitled to the
rights of full citizenship.

Mr. Latham: He iz so entitled to-day if
lie takes up a piece of land

The PREMIER: Of course he is, hnt if
he does not desire or has nof the opportunity

The majority of
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to do so, why should he be denied the rights
of full citizenship?

Mr. Latham: He could get u worker's
liome.

The PREMIER: Can the man who is
working on the hon. member’s farm get a
worker's home?

Mr. Laiham: If he is 8 married man he
van,

The PREMIER: Even it he is a married
man he may try over and over aguin and
may not be suecessful. Let the hon. member
Ionk at the position in a logical light. Sup-
pose he has a man working for him on his
tarm, that man is not enfitled to a vote for
the Council, but if he applies to the Workers’
tlomes Roard, and is lucky enough to get a
home, be secures a vote. Is he then a betfer
citizen than before he had that home?

Mr, Sampson: Possibly.

The PREMIER: e has the responsi-
oility of haying for that home.

Mr. Sampson: He has a diveet inferest.

The PREMIER: Has be not at any fime
a direet interest in the country in which he
lives? If he should live at the Palace Hotel
and pay board there, has he not a direct in-
terest in the couniry just the same?

My, Sampson: He would be likely to have
a greater interest in the country if he had
some land.

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber has not a farm.

The PREMIER: There are many hon,
members who have not even as much land as
would go into a flower pot. They would not
iike to he told that they had not a direct
interest in the country.

Mr. Latham: But why display all this in-
lerest when you want to abolish the Legis-
lative Couneil?

The Minister for Works: You have to get
your men in there before you can vote it
onf.

The PREMIER:: The member for York,
for his youth, possesses most extraordinary
Tory characteristics. Any man who is in-
elined to be conservative can grow demo-
eratic as he becomes older, but the hon.
member has reversed the principle and it
may even be that in his old age he will be-
come a radical.

Mr. Latham: You do not know that I am
going to snpport your Bill.

The PREMIER: The hon. member did
not say so. I know him pretfy well and his
sttitude towards Bills of this deseription. He
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has always taken a'most conservative line of
action. But there is hope for him as he
grows older,

Mr. Latham: 1 wmay veverse the ovder.

The PREMIER : Yes, and become a demo-
crat. With the household franchise the
plural vote should go. The property quali-
fication was devised and adopted away back
in the early days.

My, ¢, . Wansbrough: There were no
Labour Governments then.

The I'REMIER: The hon. member lived
cn Padbury’s plasters. Those were the days
when the country stood still for 60 years.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: They were very good
days.

The PREMIER: Yes, free from the dis-
turbing influence of those labour fellows.
“Them was the days!" All the same, the
State has not gone baekward since the Lab-
our element hecame a factor in this country.
However, we need not raise jealousies of
that kind between hon. members who are
good Western Australians and myself, I did
not have the good fortune to be born here,
kut I have a great regard for the cld West-
ern Australians who certainly faced great
difficalties and dangers too. They held
an outpost of the BEwpire, an outpost
that di¢ not have an Agrienltural Bank or
an Industries Assistance Board, or in fact
a Government post to lean against. I think
T will leave it ab that. I repeat that this is
a modest measure of reform that it is sought
to introduce. When we have regard to the
facts that T have set oub, it merely reduces
what is to-day a 7s. 2 week rental qualifica-
tion to household qualification. It was fre-
quently argued that the £17 a year was a
household qualification. Now it will be
realised what a very moderate advance we
are seeking to make. Thal, and the aboli-
tion of plural voling are the ohjects of the
Bill. T am looking at my friend the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Davy). I have
great faith in the young Awstralians and per-
haps it is because the member for York
{Mr. Latham) does not happen to be a
young Australian that he does not hold demo-
cratic views similar to those held by the
member for West Perth. T hope that the
House will agree to pass the Bill. At least
let us make a little headway along the road
to reform. There has not been amendment
of the Constitution in this respeet since
1910. Tn Queensland there was a nominee
Chamber, but that has heen abolished. In
New South Wales there iz a nominee Cham-
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ber, but it is possible in that State for the
people to secure their will. Where there is
an elective hody and where members are
elected for six years, retiring at intervals
of two years, the position does not commend
itself to the majority in the State. That
has been shown over and over again by the
very little interest that has been taken in
elections for another place. If the fran-
chise be liberalised, there is no reason why
the people should not take the same interest
in the elections for the Couneil as they do
in the elections for the Assembly, There-
fore I hope that the House will agree to
the Bill, and if it be passed we shall make
a solid move along the pathway of reform.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitehell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—MINERS’ PHTHISIS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [5.55] in moving
the seeond reading said: Members are aware
that the Miners' Phthisis Aet was passed in
1922, but was not proclaimed until 4th Sep-
tember of this year. The examinations pro-
vided for in the Act are now taking place in
Kalgoorlie and a great number of men em-
ployed in the mines have already heen ex-
amined and it is expected that the whole of
this work will be completed by about May
of next year. The Act provides that any
man found to be suffering from tuberculosis
shall be prevented from continuing to fol-
low his oceupation in a mine, and it is also
provided that a registry shall be kept of
those who are so prohibited. Any such per-
son shall receive eompensation equal to the
wages he was receiving at the fime he was
ordered out of the employment, and provi-
sion is made for him lo continue to receive
that payment until suitable employment is
found for him by the Government. “Suit-
able emplovment” is defined in the Act as
follows:—

For the purpose of this section *‘suitable
employment’’ shall mean such work as the
principal medieal officer or such deputy of the
Wooroloo Sanatorinm certifies to be suitable
employment for the person to whom it is
offered and being either work on, in, or about
a mne.

If a miner suffering from tuberculosis has
been notified that he has the disease, and
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is forced to leave his employment, he must
do so and, as 1 have stated, he must be
found snitable employment and given wages
equal to those he was receiving at the time
be was taken from his employment as a
miner. If he should refuse to accept em-
ployment, he has no further claim on the
Government. The short experience we have
had of the operation of the Act and the ex-
aminations that have taken place, show that
the Act is only a skeleton and does not pro-
vide for future needs. The reason for the
Bill is to make provision for the miners’
dependants. Under the parent Act the
obligation is cast on the Government to find
work once. When that work has been found
for the miner, even if it be for one day or
a week or a month, the Government’s obliga-
twon ceases. No matter what the man's state
of health, ur his opportunity to secure em-
ployment may be, the Government have no
further obligation.

Mr. Sampson: That is manifestly unfair.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is.
The amending Bill makes it obligatory on
the part of the Government to find work
whilst the person affected is able to work,
or if work be not found, the Gov-
ernment must pay cempensation provided
the miner is able and willing to work.
The pavent Act also provides compensation
for men who have been foreed into idleness
by the Government but no provision is
made in respect of the man who, becanse of
illness is incapable of doing any work. No
provision is made respecting a man suffer-
ing from tuberculosis and whose illness is
such thaf it enables him to follow some oc-
cupation. The Bill contains an amendment
to secure compensation for & person in that
position, The Bill also sets out that if the
worker should become unable to do any
work whatever, the obligation will not cease
altogether, but the Government will be re-
suired to provide compensation not less than
that payable under the rules of the Minpe
Workers’ Relief Fund. Therefore should
any person be prevented from following his
oceupation as a miner becanse of illness,
that amendment will enable him to receive
compensation at a rate not less than that
payvable under the fund 1 have mentioned,
while on the death of the worker his depend-
ants will be entitled to receive payments
similar to those provided under the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund scale. Tuberculosis
alone would not give rise to a claim under
the Workers’ Compensation Amendment Aet,
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14924, beeause that disease is not peeuliar to
the mining indusiry. The disease can be
contracted by workers in many other indus-
tries. Buy it tuberculosis supervenes on auy
miners’ disease, then the worker will have a
claim under the Workers’ Compensation Aect.
In the Bill it is provided that if such a per-
son comes within the seope of the Workers’
C'ompensation Act and is entitled to com-
pensation beeause of tubereulosis superven-
ing upon miners’ complaint, he will not come
within the scope ol the Miners’ Phthisis Act
as well as under the Workers’ Compensation
Act. If he comes under the Workers' Com-
pensation Aet he will e exempt from the
operations of the Miners’ Phthisis Act. As
it is possible that a number will come under
the Workers' Compensation Aet because
tubercnlosis has supervened upon mines'
complaint, we do not think such cases should
be provided for under both measures. Since
the proclamation of the Miners’ Phthisis
Act it has been aseertained that a number of
men have heen debarred from any benefits
becanse at the time of the proelamation they
were out of employment and may have been
out of work for a few days, weeks or months.
Then again, they may have heen out of work
merely because of cireumstances that are so
natural in an oceupation such as mining.
In that industry there are always a number
of men unemployed. The Miners’ Phthisis
Act applies cnly to the men who were em-
nloyed at the time the measure was pro-
claimed, but we have hecard of a number
of cases of hardship in which men have not
come within the seope of the Aet hecause
they were not in employment at the par-
Licular time when the Act was proclaimed.
The Bill overcomes that difficnlty and pro-
vides that a person shall e deemned to be
engaged in mining operations at the com-
mencement of the Act if he were so engaged
within three months of such commencement,
notwithstanding that he may have boen tem-
porarily out of work when the A¢t was pro-
claimed. That provision will give relief in
certain quarters to men on whose behalf re-
presentations were made to the Government.
These are the small amendments embodied in
the Bill, but they are necessary if the meas-
ure i3 to prove suceessful. In the circom-
stances I commend the Bill to the goodwill
of the House and move—
That the Bill he now read a second time.

On molion by Mr. Davy, debate ad-

journed.
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BILL—SWAN RIVER IMPROVE-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon,
A. MecCallam—South Fremantle) [6.6]
in moving the second reading said: The
Bill deals with improvements to the Swan
River and affects the reclamation of the fore-
shore and improvements, particularly in the
vicinity of the Causeway and further up the
river towards Maylands. At the present time
that part of the Swan River is anything but
a heauty ~pot and alge is growing there to
such an extent that instead of the Swan
River being a hkeantv spot and a natural
feature of which \Western Australia may be
proud, it is fast developing into a nuisance.
Water in the hackwash by the Causeway af
present is nearly as thick as mud, and the
algm 1z growing to such an extent that dur-
ing the hot eveninzs it gives off a most offen-
sive odonr. That marshy part of the fore-
shore is a breeding ground for mosquitoes
and is by no means a healthy or picturesque
gpot. Not only is the alge growing there but
it has extended further and at South Perth
and even down to Crawley and, so I am told,
to Peppermint Grove, it is making itself ap-
parent, and people who have spent consid-
crable s of money in providing beantiful
homnes for themselves there will find that
vnless something is done soon the values of
their proverties will be considerably de-
creased and the river, instead of being an ad-
vantage to them, will prove a peositive disad-
vantage. We are all proud of the Swan
River, and it is the best asset the City of
Perth has. We boast of it, and it would be
a thousand pitics if the river were allowed to
drifl, as the indications are now, into a con-
dition that will make it anything but a
healthy waterway or an advantage to the
eity. Experts advise that algae will not grow
in a greater depth of water fhan 4ft. or 5ft.
We are told that a depth of 5ft. will be
suflicient 1o preveni alge from growing at
all. The idea is to dredge the river in the
localities 1 have referred to according to a
plan that has been drawn up. 1 have laid
two plans of the proposed work on the Table
so that hon. members may make themselves
acquainted with the propesals. TF is in-
tended to reclaim bhoth sides of the river
and make an island in the cenfre
near the Causeway. Tt will have an
area of beiween 40 and 50 acres and
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instead of continning the present unsightly
conditions and the offensive odours that are
apparent we propose {0 make a fine boule-
vard rizht round the river as far as May-
lands. On the Perth side of the river some
30 acres will be reclaimed and that will en-
able the Esplanade to be continued right
round the river banks. The island will be
used as a botanical gardens and sporis
ground. Bowling greens and tennis conrts
will be laid out and the work generally
should make the approach to the city from
that end a beautiful one. There will be a
roadway at least 66ft. wide on each side of
the river, and the halance of the reclaimed
ground will be laid out in lawns and will
be rescrved for the use of the people. This
will considerably enhance the value of the
properties adjacent to the city. A lot of
that land js at present under water, while in
many parts it is merely marshy country not
worth anything at all.  The Bill provides
that the work can be done without the peo-
ple being in a position to lodge a elaim
against the Government for any deprivation
of property rights. The Bill is similar to
that passed by Parliament in respect of Mel-
ville Water and Freshwater Bay in 1912
We could do the work under the Publie
Works Aet, 1902, but the Bill is necessary
to guard against liability in respect of de-
privation of property rights if such claims
should cceur in respect of property along
the foreshore. There may be some trouble in
eonnection with severances, beecause some of
the properties may have heen sold with river
frontages. While those frontages now con-
sist of marshy and swamp country of no
use to anyone, reclamation works such as
are intended will materially enhance the val-
nes of those properties. The Bill provides
that we can resume such properties at pres-
ent and any disputes as to price will be
settled in the usnal way by arbitration.

Mr. Teesdale: You can get some of the
land pretty cheap at present values.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
present value of mmeh of the land is nil.
I do not think there will be any trouble in
negotiating with the owners of the pro-
pertics. Tn the past the agreement was ar-
rived at between the owners of properties
on the Esplanade when that work was under-
taken alone to the Canseway. Tf the owners
of property affected by the Bill enter into a
similar agreement in respect of the sever-
ance of rights there, the work will proceed
and their properties will be considerably en-
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hanced in value right round. I do not think
there will be any difficulty in connection with
the owners further up the river, but the faet
remains that it would require only one owner
to stand out of an agreement and the whole
of the work would be upset. It is considered
advisable, therefore, to pass the Bill to pro-
vide for the Government having no liability
in respect of this work.

Mr. Sampson: Is it not already illegal
for buildings to be erected on some of the
land vou are referring to?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, the
City Council will not permit them to be
erected.

Mr. Sampson: The Health Act regulations
prevent it, too.

Mr. Thomson: Will the work to be under-
taken prevent people living on the foreshore
from gaining access to their boats on the
river?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Such
people will have to cross the csplanade and
the road in order to gain access to the
river, the same as applies further down
towards Freshwater Bay. I think there is
only one house now where a hoat can be
taken into the backvard of a property. That
will not be possible when the contemplated
works are completed and the people will have
to 20 across the ezplanade to rcach the river,

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
work will be spread over a number of years.
All we hope to do this year is to ohtain
some plant. There is a small item on the
Loan Estimates for that. How long the
work will take will depend upon the funds
that ean be made available each year. The
City Council have agreed to contribate £500
a year for the first five years and £1,000 a
vear for the next seven years. At the end
of the 12 years the finaneial arrangement be-
tween them and the Government will be re-
viewed.  The agreement with the cement
company for the dredging of shell has eight
vears to run, and it is not expected that our
work will advance to the zone of their opera-
tions in that time.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: You will not
raise shell?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. Itis
probable that fresh deposits of shell will he

.found, and they will be of assistance in the

work of reclamation. By the time the cem-
ent company’s lease expires, that portion of
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the river over which the company have a
lease will probably be cleaned up. There is
nothing new in the principle involved in the
Bill.  Similar powers have been given for
other work of this kind. It will make for
the improvement of the city and will increase
the beauty of the river.

Mr. Stubbs: And get rid of the moscqui-
toes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
that is a big consideration. It will also
lead {o the conversion of smelly mud flats
into sports grounds and gardens, with a nice
boulevard along the river, thus making an
approach worthy .of the city. Something will
have to be done at some time, hecause no
commanity could allow the growth of algm
to continue as at present. In time it would
mean the ruination of our leantiful Swan
River. It is hetter to start the work now
on a definite plan and spread it over a num-
ber of years.

Mr. Stubbs: Will that work eradicate the
alge?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Experts
tell us that algm will not grow in water of
a greater depthr than 4 feet. We propose to
dredge to 5 feet or 6 feet.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But a lot of
the river will not be dredged.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
referring to that portion whieh is the souree
of the trouble. We have complaints now
from as far down stream as Peppermint
Grove. As the river is dredged a better out-
flow will resull, and the experls are satis-
fied that the scheme will do away with the
algm at the source of the present trouble.
The experts state {hat the septic tanks do
stimulate the growth of algwe, but even if
the septic tanks were removed, the algm
would not disappear. The river must be
deepened,

Mr. Stubbs: Why start it in a small way?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause we have not the money to make a
splash. We must do the work gradually,
The new Engineer-in-Chief {Mr. Stileman)
is recommending the adoption of a light
dredging plant fitted with entters and sue-
tion appliances. It will take the first 12
months to assemble the plant. I do not wish
to start the job unless I have up-to-date
plant.  To tackle it with obsolete plant
would make it more costly.
rest assured that the Engineer-in-Chief will
see we have up-to-date plant. When the

Members can _
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work is completed it will have the effect of
removing the present nuisance, enhancing
the value of adjacent property, and making
Perth the first city in the Commonwealth in
point of beauty. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER TOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willcock—Geraldton} {7.38] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This 15 a Bill
to amend the Act of 1915, which measure
bas not been proclaimed by successive Gov-
ernments. The original Act of 1899 stands
as the only law on the subject, and it pro-
vides that the municipalities throughout the
State shall administer the law. Under the
Act of 1915 the responsibility was taken
over by the Government. Municipalities are
not refusing to administer the 1899 Act, but
the law has been more honoured in the
breach than the observanee, until it ean he
said that at present it is non-existent. That
is very unsatisfactory. The reason why the
1915 Act was not proclaimed may be found
in the fact that it was passed in wartime,
when it was difficult to obtain the necessary
standards. Those standards were obtained
in 1921, hut the then (Government were un-
able to provide the necessary accommoda-
tion for the administration of the Act.
Since then things have drifted. When the
present Government took office an effort
was made to seenre accommodation.

Mr. Sampson: Who will administer the
measure?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Police Department. When I was searching
for accommodation, the then Engineer-in-
Chief (Mr. Thompson) resigned, and it was
necessary to make another appointment.
Some people expecied things to be fixed up
within n few months. A gentleman in New
Zealand was appointed Engineer-in-Chief,
but he d4id not accept the position. Then ap-
‘plieations were ealled throughout Australia
and in the United Kingdom, and the sue-
cessful applicant went so far as to book his
passage, and he was expected to arrive
seven or eight months aro. On the eve of
his departure, however, he went the way
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of the previous appointee. We then ar-
ranged for Mr. Stileman {o take the posi-
tion, He has arrived and, as expected, has
desived his officers to be housed i the build-
ing in which he is located. Last week or
late in the weck before, a scheme was com-
pleted for the housing of the officers, which
will have the effect of making available the
requisite accornmodation, and early in the
new year the Aet will be proclaimed and
administered.

Mr. Sampson: Does the number of olli-
vers wive rise to the dillienliy of getting
speein]l housing accommodation ?

The MINISTER FOR JUKTICE: No.
We shall not require a big staff. We pro-

pose to seeure a 25-ton weighbridge, which
will cost a considerable amount to purchase
and to instal. It was of no use installing
it at great expense if, immediately after-
wards, it was found advisable to alter
the accommodation, thus necessitating
the removal of the weighbridge. Stan-
dards are very delicate instroments.
They should be in an office where they would
not he snbject to vibration and other in-
fluences that may affect their corrcetness.
YWhen we take over the administration, it is
necessary to have suitable acecommodation,
so that the weizhbridge can be established
and the standards housed where they are not
likely to be disturbed.

Mr, Sampson: Could the motor license
offices in Franecis-street be utilised?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
They belong to the Commonwealth. We
have only a temporary lease of them. We
would not have gone there bnt that the ae-
ecommordation of the officers administering
the Traffic Act was so inadequate, disgrace-
ful and disreputable that we had to move to
other quarters. Since the passing of the
1915 Act it has been shown that certain
amendments are necessary. s that Aet was
based on the New South YWales Act. almost
entirely, we obtained a report from the other
States as to the necessity or otherwise of
amending the Aet prior to its proclamation.
We received an excellent reporf from AMr.
MeAlister, superintendent of weights and
measures in New South Wales, indicating
that our Act required amendment. and sug-
gestine a number of alterations which have
practieally heen incorporated in this Bill
These amendments will make the Act more
efficient in the licht of the experience of
New South Wales. The present fees are in-
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gurporated in the schedule of the Act. The
changing value of money has shown that
these fees are now inadequate. It is pro-
posed that they chall be slightly altered to
contform with the New South Wales pro-
provisions. When we introduced the Jury
Act Amendment Act we soughti to alter the
incidence of payment to jurers. At that
itme the tee was 10s. a day. In 1902 that
was regarded as a generous payment, seeing
that the ruling rate of wage was about 7s.
6d. In these days, however, it is ahout one-
third less than the basic wage laid down by
the Arbitration Court. This shows the chang-
ing value of money.

Mr. Teesdale; The department would not
make a profit out ol the administration of
the Aet? )

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.In
these measures for the safety and safeguard-
ing of the interests of the public it is not
intended that a profit should be made. [t
eanunot be said that this Government, or any
State Government of recent vears, have en-
deavoured to make taxing machines of some-
thing whieh might rightly be termed a public
utility,

Mr. Lambert: Wonld vou say that of the
Fremantle havhour?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
not discussing that. The seale of fees is so
arranged that it is expected the expenditure
will hardly meet the income.

Mr. Teesdale: You will have a hard lime
inspecling the vartous store weights.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
fees to be charged are fair and reasonable.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:  All these sums
added altogether make a considerable charge.

The MINTSTER FPOR JUSTICE: There
are very few high charges. It is expeeterd
that the verifieation of standards will take
place only onee in fwo years. If a fee of
25, is paid on such oecasions it will not be
an impost upon industry, and yet will safe-
guard the interests of the public. Power is.
sought to include buyers in the Act, thev be-

ing distinetlv exeladed at present. The
buver is a trader in some instances. The
man who huys gold is a trader. He must

have the weights, he fixes the price, and
makes the purchase. The same thing applies
to chaff. The echaff purchaser has the
weights, and it is in the interests of those
who are dealing with him that he should be
incinded. Another amendment is in Tezard
to the sale of commodities in packets. Tt is
desired that these packets should conform lo
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some sort of standard. It is the custom fo
put these packets up in different weights or
standards. Pepper can be bought in pound
tins, half-Ib. tins or quarter-lb. tins. It ean
also be bought in packages that may weigh
31 to 3%, ozs. or 7 te TV ozs. It Is desired
to have fair competition in the sélling of
these commodifies, so that the publie may
know that a partieular packet weighs ex-
actly what the label on it says it weighs.
It will, therefore, be laid down by regulation
that pepper must be put up and sold in tins
of 1-lb., ¥%-ih., and Y4-lb.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
ported?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
It is usually put up in packets or tins here.
We provide that those commodities which
are imported will have to ba gnaranteed by
some person in the State to the effect that
the packages contain the quantities they are
supposed to contain as set out in the printed
label.

Mr. Teesdale: Isuppose a reasonable time
will be given to get rid of the old econ-
tainers?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICLE: Yes.
At present wholesale deslers are not re-
quired to conform to the Act, which refers
only to the person actually selling to the
public. The wholesale dealer might put up
packels of commodities in various weights,
dispose of them to a retailer, who might pass
them on to the publie, accepting lhe de-
claration of the wholesaler as to the con-
tents. We now say that the wholesaler, sell-
ing ecommodities that are supposed to con-
tain certain weights, shall he responsible to
the retailer, just as the latter is responsibie
to the publie.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: This law can-
not be enforeed until it is assented to.

The MINISTER FQOR JUSTICE: The
Acat has never heen proelaimed, and is there-
fore, not in existence from the administra-
tive point of view.

" Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And is it pro-
posed to proclaim this one ?

The MINISTER TOR JUSTICE: Yes,
as soon as we have the office accommodation.
It is expecied that everything that is to be
sold will be sold at different weights or
measures. That may lead to hardship or to
the ereation of an almost impossible posi-
tion. It is proposed to take power to pro-
vide by regulalion that certain commodities
yay be exempt from the Act. Firewood is
specially referred to in the Bill. Firewood

Is pepper im-
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may be sold in the country where there is
no weighbridge available. If the weighing
were insisted upon, the wood erchant could
pot sell any wood.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Under the 44-
hour week he would not have time to walk
a mile to a weighbridge.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is 50 obvious a difliculty that speeial pro-
vision is made for exempting firewood and
other commeodities, in cases where weigh-
bridges are not available.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Firewood
ought to be weighed if it can be weighed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
There may he other commodities in regard
to which there is similar difficulty, and so
we provide for their exemption where neces-
sary. Apart from this everything will come
nnder the Act. In order to secure a convie-
tion, it is at present necessary to prove in-
tent to defrand on the part of the dealer.
It is easy enough to prove that a man has
defranded, but it is difficult to prove that he
set out with the obvious intent of defranding.
We now say it is his responsibility to see
that he has the correet weight. Failure in
this direction will be prima facie evidence
of a breach of the A&, if he has goods light
in weight, or is selling goods not of the
proper measure. It is also sought to pro-
vide that the penpy in the slot machines,
which ought to be correet if they are to be
of any value, shall be brought within the
scope of the Aet. They will have to he
tested and verified to see that they register
the weights they purport to register. An
entirely new system of measurement has re-
cently been introduced. I refer to the
petrol machines that are to be found
throughout the city and in most country
towns. They are automatic measuring
machines and at present are not provided
for by legislation. Therefore we make pro-
vision in the Bill for verification of the
measurements of these automatie instru-
ments.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: What about water
meters?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
ara all right.

Mr. Teesdale: They run amok sometimes.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Power
is also taken to inspeet at various times,
Some instruments do not require frequent
verification; indeed. the majority of the
ordinary weights will not be inspected
oftener than onee a year, or once in two
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vears. In other cases inspection will be
needed more frequently. The matier will
be determined by regulation. There is a
provision fo control, by regulation, penple
who may term themselves scale adjusters.
When the ineasure is brought into effect,
all weighis and measures will bave to
be verified; and it is possible that people
who know nothing about the business may
proclaim themselves adjusters and may ruain
expensive seales. Again, the retailer may
think that because a so-called scale adjuster
comes along and does sometking to the
scales, everything is all right. The retailer
might, in fact, be doing an injustice to the
publie quite without knowing it, or possibly
be doing an injustice to bimself.. Persons
who eall themselves seale adjusters will have
to obtain authority from the department to
act.

Mr. Lambert: How mueh will be charged
for that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 think
it will be agreed that if these amendments
are incorporated in the present Aet, all
necessary steps will have been taken to safe-
guard public interests, and this without un-
duly harassing business people. The
honest trader will have nothing whatever to
fear. Verifications will be made at com-
paratively long intervals.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: To give The
trader a chance in between a bit!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
trader will not be put to the expense of
having his instruments verified at compara-
tively short intervals. There will not be a
position enabling officials to say to a trader,
“We verified your instruments two or
three weeks ago, hut they may have been
fampered with sinee, and we will verify
them again.”

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
the Railway Department?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Railway Department have a staff continu-
ally emploved in going around the coun-
try verifying seales and weights.

Mr. Panton: Racecourse scales should be
included.

Mr. Lambert: Will all Government scales
come under the operation of this measure?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Government would he expected to conform
to the measure. However, no one counected
with the Government has any incentive
in the shape of personal gain, as a dishonest
trader has. For example, it would not bene-

Whal abount
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fit the Commissioner of Railways person-
ally if he had all his weighbridges wrong
to the extent of 33 per cent.

Mr. Lambert: Not long ago I had the ex-
perience of paying £22 excess becouse a
water meter had gone mad. Alter a lot of
{rouble the amount was refunded to me.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Siill,
no particular individual employed by the
Government makes any personal gain if his
instrument iz wrong. ln the ease of the dis-
honest irader the position is altogether dif-
terent.

Mr. Lamberi: But 99 per cent. of our
public servants will swear on the Bible that
an instroment is right because it is a Gov-
ernment instrument.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is, in my opinion, this saving virtue, that
in the ease of the Government no direct
pecuniary benefit accrues to any individual.
The member for Coolgardie seems to have
been unfortunate in his dealings with the
Government,

Mr. Lambert: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I ve-
peat that the honest trader has nothing to
fear from the Bill. Verification may be
to his advantage: his seales may be weigh-
ing against him. I think I have now dealt
with all the proposals in the Bill. If there
is anything T have missed, I shall be glad to
give further information in Committee. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time,

On motion by Mr. Sampsen, debate ad-
journed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
In Commiitee of Supply.

Resumed from the 3rd December; Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.
Vote—Departmental, £117,937 :

MR. RICHARDSON (Subjaco) [8.12]:
No doubt many members were, [ike myself,
a trifle alarmed on first looking through
these Loan Estimates. On investigation,
however, I have come io the conelusion that
it would be indeed difficult to select any par-
tierlar item of these Estimates which admits
of reduction with advantage to the State
generally. 1t is indeed pleasing to know
that the present Government are continuing
the great development policy as regards the
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agricultural indusiry. All of us, whether
residents of the metropolitan area or of the
counfry, must realise that this State cannot
continue to advance unless attention is given
primarily o the rural distriets. The Op-
position Leader has laid it down that 64 per
cent. of loan funds shonld be allocated to the
development of agrienltore year by year.
The proportion indicated is not reached in
this instance, the amount allotied to agrieul-
tural development being harely 50 per cent.
of the total. That fact, however, is due to
the heavy expenditure on water supply and
sewerage in the metropolitan area. It is not
difficult to visualise what Western Australia
will be in 40 or 30 years’ time if one has
travelled through the State during the last
eight or nine years and observed the rapid
advancement that has taken place, espeei-
ally in the agrieultural industry. There can
be no doubt in the mind of sueh a person
that the money expended in the country dis-
tricts has been gpent wisely and well, The
effect of that expenditure is reflected in the
metropolitan area, which is growing, and
growing rapidly.  Whilst the agrieultural
districts confinue to develop, undoubtedly
the metropolifan area will advance. 1 ven-
ture to assert that if Western Australia con-
tinues along the present lines of progress,
the lines adopted by the last Government
and that now in office, it will be necessary
as the years go on to borrow even more
largely than we are borrowing to-day. Fven
inereased borrowing will be justified pro-
vided we continue to spend on agrienltural
development as we have been doing during
the past few years. It is quite easy to sen
that with continuvous development our re-
payments will be made quickly. My per-
sonal belief is that we shall be foreced to
make even more rapid development, since
every man who comes here and assists in
opening up our lands will make more work,
not only in his own disiriet, but in the met-
ropolitan area as well. TFrom this there
must result greater incomes all round. As
a result of this the Government will be
justified in making further borrowings with
the idea of developing the agricultural areas.
Therefore 1 do not feel particularly alarmed
when I find that each year we are gradually
inereasing our lean funds. It is easy to
contemplate that, in the course of the next
25 years, Western Australia will treble her
pepulation. It will not then be felt nearly
so hard as it iz to-day to treble our loan
funds, The more we can borrow and lend
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out to agricultural settlers, with reasonable
means of gathering in our interest, the more
rapidly ean we advance the development of
the State. [ venture to predict that in the
vears to come we shall find this loan fund
increasing more and more. I am pleased
that the Government have continued the
group  settlement  policy. No  doubt
many mistakes have been made, but those
mistakes are gradually being rectified and
to-day the group settlement scheme is in a
better position than ever before. A new
agreement has been concluded, with the re-
sult that we are getting cheap money. So
long as we can get cheap money and spend
it wisely we are justified in developing on
a large scale. Perhaps the Government in
the eourse of the next wvear or two may be
able to see that they can extend more rap-
idly, and will approach the Tmperial and
Tederal Governments with a view to getting
still larger sums and so having a greatly in-
creased flow of migrants. It is certain that
we ecannot get nlong unless we develop all
our agricultural areas. T cannot profess to
know anything about the far North, but
from what T have heard from memhers re-
presenting northern constituencies I am
convinced that we have up there a great
heritage which, in the near future, we must
begin to develop. Presumably the Govern-
ment are endeavouring to do as much as
possible for that part of the State, con-
gistent with the financial position. I do
think they might give some attention to the
framing of a definite policy for the de-
velopment of the North, and perhaps
place a substanfial sum on next year's
TLoan Tstimates for that pari of the
State.  Whether it be this Government or
some other Government that tackles the
task, they will find themselves up against
many diffieulties. Yowever, there is no
job too biz to be tackled by a Gov-
ernment such as we have. It has
heen said that not sufficient iz provided on
the Loan Estimates for railway construction.
T agree with that. However, I realise that
in all probability the Government have
placed on the Estimateg just as much money
as they were ahle to find for the purpose.
When we travel over vast areas of the State
we must realise that theve is a big task ahead
in point of railway development. However,
it is pleasing to sce that roadmaking has
taken on some prominence. Good roads con-
stitute a first class auxiliary to railways,
and very often temporarily take their place.
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Now that we have motor traction all over
Western Australia, the Government are
adupting a wise policy in laying down all the
roads they possibly ean where railways ecan-
not be construeted. In many instances rail-
ways at first considered doubtful propositions
have resolved themselves into profit-earning
concerns. The greater the railway facilities
wiven to the people, the more will the people
travel. 1 can give an instance from my own
electorate. Many doubts were expressed
about the advisahility of building the Dag-
lish railway station, the latest built in the
-State.  Yet from its verv opening that sta-
tion has proved payvable. When the ex-Min-
ister for Railways definitely announced that
he was aboul to build that station he said
also that on its completion he would see about
opening up the Daglish townsite, previousty
set azide for railway purposes, and selling it
in building bloeks. He helieved that it would
be a great factor in making the Daglish
station .pay., When the stalion was com-
pleted the Subiaco Muniecipal Counecil ap-
proached the present Minisier for Works,
who readily saw that theve was something
good in their proposition. 'The townsite has
since been surveyd and sold. Of 110 blocks,
96 were sold the first night, and the re-
mainder shortly afterwards.

Mr. Panton: The blocks are rather on the
small side.

Mr., RICHARDSON: T agree with that.
However, they are not bad blocks at all.
The illustration shows that there is land
hunger in the metropalitan area, that men
are anxious to buy building blocks where
railway facilities are offered. Very hig
prices were paid for these blocks and all of
them were readily sold: so, as I say, where
travelling facilities are provided people will
travel, notwithstanding thal sinee the build-
ing of that station motor huses have taken a
lot of the trallic, the railwny revenue has
shown an inerease and so, too, has the
tramway revenue for that partienlar district.
Truiv, to grant travelling facilities is to in-
crease traffic. It is necessary that as we
push vut further and further into the ecoun-
try each vear additional railways should be
huilt. Doring last vear, as the resnlt of
the great development that has taken place
in cansequence of 64 per cent. of our loan
funds being advanced to agricuitural settlers,
larre additional quantities of wheat and
other commodities are being carried on the
railways, and so to-day the railways are
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showing quite a good profit. That being so,
the Government will be quite justified in
buitding new railways wherever they are re-
guired, and it is practicable to provide them.
Notwithstanding that several necessary rail-
wavs have no place in the Loan Estimates,
1 hope the Government will endeavour to
make a start with one or (wo of them. I
think it was the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) who poinied out thai there was in
the country distriets necessity for further
hospital aceommodation. I agree with that.
Also there is similar neeessity in the metro-
politan arean. For many years past have I
advocated the establishment of baby clinies.
We have in my eleetorate the King Edward
Maternity Hospital, well run by the Gov-
ernment and acknowledged to be one of the
best of its kind in Australia. Without any
very great expenditure there could be estab-
lished af that hospital a ward for baby clin-
ics. We have quite a number of child wel-
tare associations, infant health centres and
haby elinies, all voluntarily run by ladies in
the metropolitan area. Those ladies are do-
ing a great deal of exeeedingly good work.
But they are only tonching the fringe of the
great human wastage going on in our midst.
T hope the Government will be able to see
about building a ward wherein mothers with
their infants may be given aid and advice.
1t is remackable that in Western Australia
we are losing hundreds of infants yearly.
Those in a position to know declare it is he-
eanse of wanl of experience on the part of
the mothers. Here, then, the King Edward
Maternity Hospitial is a place where ar-
rangements could be made for the giving,
free of eharge, of necessary advice to
motherz, It would stop a lot of the wagtage
of human life going on to-day. We are en-
couraging migrants from overseas, but the
best migrant ¥ the child born and reared
in Western Australia. If we can do any-
thing to save even 10 per cent. or 20 per
cent. of the infant lives now being Jost, the
Government will be justified in spending =
great deal of maney to bring about that
happy result. I want to iouch briefly on
the question of metropolitan water supply.
During the past four or five years there has
been a very great shortage in manyv of the
metropolitan distriets, and the ery has been
for an abunidance of good water. But im-
mediately the Government set about the meet-
ing of that demand a numher of critics arise
and advocate alternative schemes. I myself
have advocated the tapping of Mundaring
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for a temporary supply for the metropolitan
area. But I have at all times recognised
that it eould only be a temporary supply.
If members will try to realise what the met-
ropolitan area will be in another 35 years,
they will see that it is of no use tinkering
with small water schemes. It is necessary
to set about building up a big scheme that
will supply water for the metropolitan area
for the next 50 years. Not being an en-
gineer, I cannot say whether the scheme now
under construction is the best; but I am will-
ing to listen to experts whether local or
brought from the other States to report
upon the position. All the experts have
agreed that the scheme at present under con-
struetion is the best that ean be evolved
at present for the metropolitan area.
I hope that the assurance given by the Min-
ister for Works that there will be no short-
age during the present summer will be real-
ised, If that assurance is not carried out, the
Minister will he worried day in and day ont
by people in the metropolitan area and by
members of this Hounse as well. There is
every prospect of the scheme being success-
ful, and aotwithstanding the faet that it is
going to cost a lot of money, I do not be-
lieve that the people who desire to lave
good water and plenty of it will ever create
much disturbance if they have to pay a litile
more for that commodity, It appears to mo
that during the last few years people in the
metropolitan area have been paying for
water that they were not able to use. Tt was
not run through the pipes strongly enough
for them to get their quota. AL all times
they said, “If we can get the water we shall
be prepared (o pay for it”” No one cares to
pav for a commodity when that commodity
is not deliverell, but if the Government give
the people a scheme which will provide an
adequate supply, I am convinced that there
will not be any complaints regarding what-
ever reasonable cost may be charged. Tn
eonnection with sewerage, T am interested in
that from the loeal standpoint. T noticed a
statement published in a newspaper the other
day to the effect that the sewerage works at
Subiaco were about completed. That is mis-
leading, because T learn from the depart-
ent that the first connections are not likely
10 he made until about next June, and the
~ompletions will take probably some three to
five years. I desired i0 draw the attention
of the electors in my particular distriet to
that stafement, because many of thermn have
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expressed great pleasure at the thought that
they were going to have the connections
wade within the next few months. It is a
congested ares, especially in the eastern por-
tion of the Subiaco electorate, and so far as
I can learn that will be the last section to be
linked up. The work is being doue from the
western end, but 1 hope that the Govern-
ment, now that they have started the work,
will push alony with it in as rapid & manner
gs possihle, so that the econgested part to
which I referred may be connected up at
the earliest possible date. We in Subiaco
are suffering from an obsolete system, and
besides being obsolefe it is cosling the rmuni-
eipal.council many theusands of pounds to
keep the area entirely clean, 1 bave not
munch more to say excepi that when the Gov-
ernment decided to open up the Daglish
estate, it was considered that there were
building allotments on the eslate that might
well have been utilised for workers’ homes.
I understand that a fair portion of the
estate has been set aside for that purpose,
but T regret that there is nothing on the
Loan Estimates to induee me to lelieve that
ihe Government intend to carry ouf this
policy in the near future. T lodge a strong
protest against the absence of money un the
Loan Istimates for this purpose. There is
#n insuflicienev of houses in the metropoli-
[an arca to-day; rents are extremely high,
and as the Government have set aside a por-
tion of the Daglish cstate for workers
homes, 1 am at a loss to understand why they
have not taken steps to continue their policy
in that divection. Probally the Premicr will
say that the Government were not able {o
tinance it. That is quite possible, but I
trust that if there are to be workers' homes
built in the forthcoming year, the Govern-
ment will bear in mmd the Daglish estate anl
not allow another 12 months to pass by be-
fore making a start. Workers’ homes are
recessary to enable that section of the com-
munity who are prepared to embark on
these nndertakings to do so, so as to reduce
their cost of living. Generally speaking, I
have no serious objection to any of the items
included in the Loan FEstimates. I could
have wished that a little more had been pro-
vided for the development of agriculture be-
rause we are proceeding on reasonable and
safe lines so long as we advanece for that pur-
pose 64 per cent. of our loan money. Whilst
‘4 mayv not be possible to do that each year,
if that were laid down as a general prin-
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ciple, there would be no difficulfy about our
receiving interest. The other 36 per cent.
would probably be spent on reproductive
works, whieh, likewize, wonld also retorn in-
terest and suflicient for a sinking fund.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [837}: I
find that €03,956 authorised in 1915 for the
road and railway bridge across the river ab
Fremantle is still to be carried over, and 1
also find that a sum of £72,405 anthorised in
1923 for the deviation of the Fremantle rail-
way line is heing carried over. Seeing that
in 1915 the then Government authorised
something like £100,000 to he spent on neces-
sary works at Fremantle, it is time we went
on with the job, Tf it was necessary in 1915
te authorise the expenditure of £100,000 on
the works to which 1 have referred, surely
1t must he more than ever necessary at the
nresent time. Every year the railway bridge
is becoming a greater danger, and it is time
that we woke up and did a bit of work. Tt
is all verv well to carry over this sum of
money from year to vear, but if the works
are to bhe carried out, and it is admitted that
they are necessary, it is aboot time that some-
thing wa=< done.

Mr. North: Do vou favonr any speeial
site for the hridge?

My, SLEEMAN: I have no definite views
on that subject, but if we eould only decide
to do away with the existing hridge we counld
soon determine on another site. I hope it
will not he long before we shall be using
that £93,000 instead of continning to carry
it over from yvear to year.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Tt was proposed to
put the bridge below Racky Bay.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T am not much concerned
as to where it is built, whether it is builf
wherr; the present road bridge is, or whether
il is constructed at Rocky Bay. All T want
is that something shall be done so as fo re-
move the existing dancer. With regard to
Rottnest Tsland, a few months ago something
like £5,000 was srent in dredging a site for
the new jetty in the vicinity of the existing
settlement. Then after spending that sum of
money we find that the department have
rone back to pateh up the old jetty. It will
take a considerable sum of money to make
that jettv safe. Things are prettv shaky in
that particnlar qnarter, and it is only 2 few
months sinee the jetty was actnally swinging
and was harlly safe for the “Zephyr” to
tie up to. Moreover, the site is two
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miles from the existing settlement
and people have either to walk to it or take
(be old horse tramway. After having speat
£3,000 on the preliminary work for a new
anchorage, 1 think the depariment should
have gone on with the work. I notice that
there is a sum of money on the Estimates for
publie buildings, and in this connection I
would like to make an appeal on behalf of
the Fremanile hospital.

Mr. Panton: It is pretty shaky.

Mr. SLEEMAN: As the member for
Menzies says, it is very shaky; he never
made a trver statement. If he were to walk
around some of those verandabs he would
Liave to do so carefully, otherwise he would
tall through the floor and perhaps break his
unkle. The wards are ncarly as bad as the
veramlahs, and the medical and surgical
wards particularly are in a bad state. The
children’s ward is a disgrace to any town.
Nuring the hot weeks the place in which the
children ave treated, was a veritable furnace,
and, T have no doubt, accounted to some ex-
tent for the death of three infants. There
are one nr two eleetric fans in use, but they
are of not much avail. T went through the
haospital on a recent hot day, and the heat in
that partienlar ward was enough to kill any-
thine. The Minister should be able to tell
us how much will be devoted to the Fre-
mantle hospital. The kitehen at that insti-
tution is also a disgraece, and it is not right
that the women should have to work in it
when the temperaturc is so high. Women
who are engaged in hospital duties should
he given a little more than ordinary consider-
ation. T have always said that people who are
prepared to help themselves shounld be helped
a little. The tuckshop there is not fit_for
anyone to go into for a cup of tea. With
the expenditure of a few pounds, a small
room eould he provided near the gate or in
front of the hospital where visitors eould
rest and enjoy a cup of tea in comfort,
and the ladies’ auxiliary would he able to
mske a few maore pounds in the interests of
the hospital and the inmates. In the little
inckshop they have now, those ladies are
making ahout £4 a week, but if a decent
room were provided they wonld probably
douhle that retnrn and more money would
he availahle for the comfort of the inmates
of the hosnital. Then there is the Fremantle
Harhonr Trnst  which the member for
Katannine (Mr. Thomson) made such a fuss
ohont the other night. He talked about the
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profits, but 1 hope that this year the Trust
will make at Jeast £14,000 more than they did
last year, owing to the fact that that amount
is due on account of the overseas ships that
were atlempting to bottle up the Fremantle
harbour some weeks ago.

Mr. Thomson : That was an infernal shame.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It was a shame that
sueh an altempi was made to boftle up the
harbour.

Mr. Thomson: It was not the fault of the
shipowners,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The ships stayed there
and bottled up the harbour.

Mr. Thomson: Your men would not allow
them to shift.

Mr, SLEEMAN: Thar is a deliberate mis-
statement,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mrv. SLEEMAN: 1t is perfeetly right that
the oversea shipping companies should pay
those dues to the Harbour Trust. They re-
mained in the harbour and would not, for
the sake of a few pounds, pay the amount
necessary and thus free the harbour. If we
take the case of the Orient liner “Orsova”
we find that by the payment of £400 she
eonld have taken her departure for her Home
port; but rather than do that she remained
in the harbour hottling it up and helping to
fight the seamen, at an expenditure of about
£4,000. That was the liability the ship-
owners were prepaved to ineor rather than
spend £400.

Mr. Thomson: Yomrs is quite an impartial
judgment, of course?

Mr. SLEEMAN: T hope that the whole
£14,000 will be collected and the next time
these people pick on a hattle gronnd they
will not seleet Fremantle,

Mr. Thomson: Who picked it?

Mr. SLEEMAN: The overseas shipping
people and Lord Incheape.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I thought it was Mr.
Hoaughton.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member must keep to the subjeet.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, the memher for
Xatanning was allowed to roam around the
whole of the items the other night.

The CHAIRMAX: Order! T think the
lion. member was dealing with something
eoncerning harhour works.

Mr. SLEEMAN: | notive that £10,000 is
placed on the Estimates for new machinery
for the State Tmplemeni Works. TFor some
years past the works have been starved by

The hon.
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previous Giovernments. Of course we know
that they did not sympathise with such a
State trading eoncern, and had they got their
way 1ltose Governments wounld have sold
the works. I am pleased that the present
Crovernment are making an effort to bring
the machinery up to date, and 1 hope that
the works will be able to turn out many more
implements of top quality 1 the course of a
few months,

Mr. North: You do not consider that
£10,000 is sulficient for that?

Mr, SLEEMAN: No. I trust the farmers
will realise their responsibility to these works
and will help to make them a success, especi-
ally when the new machinery is installed and
the State Implemenl Works are able to turn
cut farming implement: equal to the Dbest
that can he imported.

MR. C. P. WANSBROUGH (Beverley)
(8.80%: I will not traverse the whole of the
ratifications of the Loan Estimates but
merely deal with a few items to which I
desire to allude.  With the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Richardson), I agree that it
iz only fair that those who are to enjoy
privileges should pay for them. 1 um not
50 much concerned, however, with the metro-
politan water supply as with agricultural
water supplies. 1 wounld like to see & much
larger vote than is provided on the loan
schedule this year. Nothing in roy opinion
will be more conducive to bring about con-
tentment amongst settlers than adequate
agricultural water supplies. T consider
that instead of £100,000 being set aside

for that purpose, at least £1,000,000
should be earmarked. As it s, the
provision of £100,000 covers drainage
and irrigation works as well, and I
am afraid that when the money under
that heading is taken out, there will

not be much left for agricultural water sup-
plies. In conjunction with proper water
supplies throughout the farming areas must
go a more ecomprehensive railway poliey
than has been in existence for some time
past. T.agree with the statement made by
the Premier to a deputation regarding the
Ilarlgarin railway. 1 re-echo the Premier’s
wish that by this time next year there will
be before Parliament a thumping big agri-
enltural railway vote for the purpose of
providing these much needed facilities. T
am hitterly disappointed, in eonsequence of
the restricted roilway programme set oud
by the Government. For many years past
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rallways such as the Yarramony-Yorkrakine-
Baandee, and the Brookton-Dale River rail-
ways have been promised. I bhelieve that
lthe Government should wake provision for
all these long-promised railways so as to en-
able them to be taken in hand straight away,
ur else wipe them off the slate so as to allow
people to know where they are. 1t iz about
20 years since promises were made to the
setilers in the Yorkrakine district regarding
the line out from Yarramony. The policy
of wait, wait, wait is heart-breaking to the
settlers eoneerned. We have had a long
series of broken promises from various Gov-
ernments and the people despair of ever
getting their line construeted. I1f the Gov-
ernment launched out wpon a bold policy,
under whieh all these long-promised lines
would be carried out, Parliament would
stand behind them. The Brookton-Dale
River railway has developed into a2 much
bigger project than was at first anticipated.
I wish to enlist the sympathies of the metra-
politan members, morve particularly those re-
presenting the Fremantle district. It is pro-
posed to extend the Brookton-Dale River
railway so that it will be practically a trunk
line to Fremantle, thus eutting out the bottle
necks in the metropolitan area and the heavy
freight charges and heavy grades involved
in the operations hetween the eity and Chid-
low's Well. 1 believe that if the Govern-
ment were seized with the real sitwation
they would not hesitate for one moment.
The district is equal to any other part of
the wheat areas that have been opened up
in the State. 1t is essential that the freight
from those areas should go to the natural
port for the district, namely Fremantle, by
the most direct route. The present railway
system leads east from Brookton and there
is the advantage of having 50 or 60 miles
already constructed, although the grades are
not altogether suitable, and may have to be
altered. But from Corrigin eastward ex-
tending from Kondinin and Karigarin the
Government should take the line on indefi-
nitely to ihe east, south or south-east, with
Fremantle as the natural port, and it is
a shame that the settlers have to ineur the
extra freight involved now in taking their
zoods around through Narrogin or through
Merredin. I hope the Premier will be
able to redeem the promise he made the
other day and that before the next Ksti-
mates are introduced we shall see a larger
provision on the Loan Estimates for agri-
cultural railways, I am grateful to the
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Hongrary Minister controlling hospitals for
the sympathetic manner in which be has
met various requests from constituents in
my electoraie. I hope the Treasurer will
advance hitn more money to enable him to
pursue the good work he is engaged upon. 1
have been forfunate in securing several new
schools and 1 hope to be in a similar posi-
tion next year in the interests of my elee-
torate. As to the State Implement Works,
I think the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman), who talked so much about that
subject has a good deal to learn yet.

Mr. Sleeman: 1 do not think you have
too many of the Siate implements on your
farm.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: They will
have to be a lot better before [ have them.
If the implement works were able to iurn
out a geod artiele, naturally the farmers
wonld not import their machines, because,
although nine out of ten farmers may not
agree with the policy of State trading con-
cerns, they would not import maclines from
the Bastern States if they could secure them
equally as favourably here.  There is no
chance of bludgeoning the farmers into tak-
ing State implements if they do not consider
they are sumitable. Regarding the State
hotels, I thank the Treasurer for having
made available moncy that will at least en-
able one State hote! in Western Australia to
be placed on a proper basis. T refer to the
hotel at Corrigin. By the expenditure of
the additional funds we will have a more
presentable building and the travelling pub-
lic shonld experience more comfort there
than has been the case in the past.

MR. MILLINGTON Leederville) [9.0]:
All the items relating te rural production
have heen dealt with in a loud and eonfident
tone, whereas anything affecting the metro-
politan area has to he introduced almost in
a whisper and with due apologies.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What about the metra-
politan water supply.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: There are malters
that affecf the metropolitan area, and that
do not figure so j rominently in the Loan
Estimates as they should. T think T can de-
monstrate that provision is as justifiable
there as is the provision for some of the
primary production items. The metropoli-
tan area contains a large number of primary
producers—market cardeners and milk pro-
ducers, Perth would not have a milk supply
hut for Osborne Park, which provides about
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75 per cent. of the milk. It also provides
the same percentage of vegetables consumed
in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Sampson: Do not forget the south-
suburban distriets.

Mr. MILLINGTON: They would benefit
if the more important part of Osborne Park
were attended to. I wish to refer to the need
for a central metropolitan market.  Last ses-
sion a select ¢committee inquired and recom-
mended that, as at that time the Government
could not find the necessary money with
whieh to construct a central market, the City
Council should be given the necessary auth-
ority to do so. That recommendation was
voted out by this House. It was contended
that we would not be justified in giving the
City Council power to provide the market.
We were told that in good time the State
would aceept its responsibility. Already the
Government have a suitable site which is
being put to little use, and the City Council
also have a suitable site, but we are still hom-
bugging along with obsolete markets, and
the producers who depend upon the metro-
pelitan market are being handicapped.

Mr. Sampson: And the present markets
are scattered all over the city.

Mr. MILLINGTON: As late as Monday
week the market gardeners of Osborne Park
held a meeting. They are getting desperate.
Theirs is a wonderfully productive distriet. It
produces about a guarter of a million pounds
worth of produce a year. From land front-
ing a mile of road, no less than £60,000
worth of produce is taken per annurn. Be-
cause of the lack of market facilities, it is
difficult to supply people direct. The select
commities pointed out that Adelaide, Mel-
bourne and Sydney have up-to-date eentral
markets, and that there the producer and
the consumer alike benefit. We are lageing
behind. On Monday week, a meeting at
Oshorne Park was attended by over 100 mar-
ket gardeners. When so many hard work-
ing men give their time to attend a meeting
and attempt to organise markefs, it shows
that their position is desperate. Since the
Government will not provide a central mar-
ket or permit the City Council to do so,
those growers made inquiries ahout getting
a central market for themselves. They had
a site, hut the eity health anthority insisted
upon the floor space being conereted. That
would have meant considerable expenge and
loss of time. The producers concluded that
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they could not undertake the work, but de-
cided to co-operate with the growers at
Spearwood and the growers mentioned by
the member for Swan. They have arranged to
meet the Minister by way of deputation and
ask the Government to take immediate steps
to provide & central market. The reports of
the various market gardeners would satisfy
anyone that it is impossible for these men
to earry on profitably under present condi-
tions. Reference was made to what had been
done at Spearwood. The onion growers there
were eompelled to co-operate for their own
protection. Onions were selling at such a rate
that it was impossible for growers to make
a living. They formed a sort of co-operative
society with a view to limifing the quantity
of onions marketed each week, and by doing
so they are able to eommand about 1lls. per
ewi, The market gardeners at Osborne Park
reported that they had sold onions as low
a3 28, 64, per ewt. Represenfatives of Spear-
wood growers were present that night, and
they decided to co-operate to limit the supply
in order that they might get a reasonable
price.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: On the same day
you could not buy onions in the metropolitan
area for less than 3d. per 1b.

Mr. MILLINGTON : That is the difficulty.
Ovpe of the anctioneers was present, and he
agreed that the position was becoming des-
perate. The growers contend that Eastern
States producers close to the metropolitan
areas are able to sell their stuff by private
treaty. Producers at a distance ecan sell
through agents or auctioneers. Unless local
growers have this opportunity, it is claimed
they ecannot possibly continue. If a ceniral
matkef were established, growers could mar-
ket their produce direct without treating
throngh agents or auctioneers. They could
trade with the publie, with retail or with
wholesale distributors. (iven one central
market they would be able to co-operate and
to an extent fix a reasonable price, but the
first essential for their organisation is a cen-
tral market. Since everyone is asking the
Government to assist and since it has heen
the peliey of the Government for years past
to assist, they want to know the reason for
the continued delay. They have been waiting
for the Government to move, especially after
the Governmernit rcfused to give the City
Couneil power to erect a central market.

Mr. Panton: It was Parliament that re-
fused to give the City Couneil that power.
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Mr, MILLINGTON: When the report of
the select committee was rejected, we pointed
out that the position would be unaltered for
12 months, hnt we were laughed at. Yet
nothing has been done during the last 12
months. The present Government have the
opportunity, and can find money for nearly
everything else. A good deal of the loan
money being provided for country develop-
ment is for the henefit of individuals, The
money we require for a central market and
to which we are entitled—failing the grant-
ing of it, the City Council should be given
power to establish a markel—wounld benefit
not only a large body of producers but the
general public. I understand that elaborate
buildings would not be required; great ex-
pense would not he entailed to provide a
market. It is estimated that £25,000 would
be snfficient {0 meet present needs. I do not
wish the Government to go further than
erect the markets, control them, and get as
landlords. The growers would be able to
do the necessary crganising. A central
market would make it possible for producers
to earn a decent living, which they cannot
do at present. I regret that no mention has
been made of provision for a central market.
Members representing country constituents
who have so mmeh to say about assist-
ing the producers must realise that
the big question confronting this State
is that of providing markets and better
marketing facilities. I am aware that
for certain eommodities the demund exeeeds
the supply, but in view of the increased pro-
duction, the diffienlty soon will he to find
markets. Producers have found it bard to
zet a reasonable price for their milk. A de-
putation waited on the Government to ask
for assistance for a eco-operative company
that had been formed, and the Government
acceded to the request. A site has been
secured and the erection of a central build-

ing has been started, and 1 believe the Dairy.

Farmers’ Co-operative Company will be able
to handle not only their own product, but the
product froma the Peel Estate. We are in-
formed that there are 2,000 cows on the Peel]
Estate. An attempt was made to get the
Peel Estate producers o eontract to se!l their
milk at 1s. 2d. per gallon, whereas the recog-
nised price in the metropolitan area is 1s.
7d., that being considered just about a pay-
ing proposition. Unless the Government had
assisted the Osborne Park milk producers

and given them an opportunity to help the
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Peel Eslate producers, as well as those in
the outer metropolitan areas, these men
would bave been sweated to the extent of
having to sell their product at a hopelessly
unpayable price.

Mr. Sampson: Do yoa know the milk pro-
ducers are finding £7,000 for it?

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: Yes, and the Gov-
ernment are doing their utmost to assist the
co-operative company. 1 wish the Govera-
ment could also be induced fo assist the
primary producers at Osborne Park. All
they ask is that a market should bhe pro-
vided. It is noteworthy that the auctioneers
and agents in the various metropolitan
markets agree that the present sys-
tem is obsolete, and that a central market
should be instituted. So we bave unanimity
at last. The grower, the producer, and the
middieman agree that we showld bave a cen-
tral market, but nothing is being done to
start it.

Mr. Sampson: Will voluntary eo-operation
bring about wnanimity?

Mr. MILLINGTON: T believe part of the
difficulty is that market gardeners and fruit
growers have been misled. When we shounld
have been discussing marketing facilities we
have been diseussing an alleged fruit market-
ing Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must
nat discuss that partieular legislation.

Mr. MILLINGTON : Seeing that a general
dermand exists for marketing faeilities, more
attention should have been given to them
and less to the theoretical side. We have
practically the unanimous opinion of grow-
ers in the metropolitan and country areas
that they want central markets. Those en-
gaged in the trade have also agreed on the
point, and all concerned are justified in ask-
ing that the Government should provide
them. If the Government are not prepared
to find the money they shounld give the City
Council the necessary power, because that
body is prepared to go on with the business.

Mr. Sampson: It is the right body, too.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Government
must not adopt a dog-in-the-manger attitude,
and refuse permission to the City Council if
they wiil not do the job themselves. In the
cirenmstances the growers in the metropoli-
tan area, in Fremantle, and surrounding dis-
tricts have every right to demand that this
question should receive immediate attention.
I now come to the question of water sup-
plies. My econstituency has soffered more
than any other from shortage of water. I
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give credit to the Minister for Works for the
active steps he has taken to improve the re-
ticulation. That bas considerably improved
the supply. As to what should be done to
replenish the supply is a matter for experts.
There is no douabt the scheme will have to
be continually extended. Even now, I un-
derstand, supplies are being cut down, other-
wise it wonld be impossible to make the
water suffice. Whoever is in control of the
metropolitan water supply will have to see
te it that extensions are continually being
made. That is the experience of all great
cities. Perth has suffered in the past be-
cause insufficient attention was paid to pro-
viding for the fature, Possibly we are
spending more than we should spend be-
cause the supply of water has not been equal
to the demand. The Government have no
reason to apologise for the amount that is
on the Estimates. The guestion will have
to be closely watched; ntherwise there will
be another general shortage. The money on
the Estimates is justified, and will doubtless
have to be increased as time goes on in order
that ample provision may be made for the
metropolitan aren. I am also interested in
the question of roads. 1 refer particularly
to the main road that starts from Charles-
street and goes through Wanneroo. If that
is not a main road, I do nat know what it
is. It is a diffienlt matter to keep it in re-
pair. I{ is almoest impossible with the rates
that are levied on the struggling settlers to
keep it in proper condition. It is almost im-
passable in many places. I hope something
will be done to assist the local residents in
keeping that road in order. I now come to
the guestion of tramway extensioms. A
hoard was recently appointed to inquire into
this matter. T believe if they had power
they would recommend certain extensions.
The system is suffering because these exten-
sions have not been made. The buses are
to a certain extent robbing the trams. Un-
less more trams are provided for the metro-
politan area, other means of transport will
he found.

Mr, North: They cannot have it both ways.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Since the Govern-
ment take the responsibility of providing
adequate transport, it is their responsibility
to see that the neeessary extensions are made.
It is no use whining ahout the buses unless
we provide an adequate and proper tram-
way system for the metropolitan area.

Mr. Panton: Why not pnt on a few more
buses?

[ABSEMBLY.)

Mpe, MILLINGTON: It is suggested that
the buses are unfairly competing with the
trams, and that possibly the tramway sys-
tem has become obsolete.  Wherever buses
have been established the demand by the pub-
lie is that the tramways should be extended.
1 refer particularly to the Cambridge-street
extension, the Angove-street and the Wal-
cott-street extension. In each of these cases
a bus service has been instituted, and rohs
the tramways to a certain extent. The popu-
lation is growing in all these centres. I be-
lieve these extensions will be recommended
by the board.

My. Panton: They cannot get out of it.

The Minister for Railways: What about
Lord-street?

Mr. MILLINGTOXN:
about that.

Mr. Teesdale: And Cambridge-sireet?

Me. MILTLINGTON: 1If the board is a
competent one, and T believe it is, that will
be its first recommendation.

Mr. Corboy: Would von accept the
board’s recommendation?

Mr, MILLTNGTOX: 1If it is made after
hearing evidence. This extension should
have been made 20 years ago. We are going
to see to it that it is nol delayed much
longer. I hope we shall have a definite pro-
nouncement from the Government with re-
gard to metropolitan markets. A deputation
will wait upon the Minister on this malter
within a few days. We should also like to
know that the report of the Tramway Board
will be presented at an early date. Our peo-
ple have been patiently awaiting the result
of the inquiry, and want to know what is
going to be done. I trust these two matters
will receive proper consideration.

Others can talk

MR. NORTH (Claremont} [9.25]: There
are a few maiters eoncerning Claremont and
Cottesloe to which I would like to refer. A
lot of the trouble we have on ihe Loan Esti-
mates is due to the State being overloaded
with enterprises it cannol maintain or ex-
tend. In many cases the business is being
offered, bhut the State cannot extend its en-
terprises, and eannot give the service. I am
pleased to think that the water works men-
tioned on last year's Estimates have been
completed. The main pipes have been laid
and the reservoir has been finished. Unfor-
tunately, the water is not yet available to
run through the pipes, and Claremont is as
vet without a good water supply. I under-
stand that a hooster pump will shortly be
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installed at the Claremont reservoir, which
will add to the pressure of the water supply
for Clarcmont and Cottesloc. That is a tem-
porary expedient, but will no doubl lusi until
the main scheme water arrives, The fact that
£75,000 bas been spent in new mains and a
reservoir at Buckland Hill shows little cause
for complaint. It is unfortunate the water
iz not yet available. I am glad the Minister
has made available the services of the En-
gineer-in-Chief to lcok into sewerage ques-
tions in my distriet next vear. A conference
of local hodies will he ecalled to devise a
sclieme for overcoming the diffieulty faeced
by other districts where the deep sewerage
has becn instatled. T believe that during the
next few years we shall be able to devise a
scheme for the installation of a separate
system for each lhouse af a eost of abomt
£23, and that such a seheme will overcome
the sewerage difficulty and save an outlay of
about half a million of pounds. Money cer-
tainly cannot be wasted in a distriet like
Claremont. There is difficulty on the part of
loeal bodies in maintaining their roads. I
refer particularly 1o the Claremont and Cot-
tesloe municipalities, and ihe Peppermint
Grove, Cottesloe Beaeh and Claremont road
boards. All those five bodies have no call
cn the usnal taxation every year in the
way of traffic fees, which are taken from
them. They see measures like the Bill for
the taxation of petrol brought forward, but
from these they will not benefit one jot. Yet
they have their own road work to maintain,
while enormous numhers of cars are using
the local roads. This is a matier for the Min-
ister for Works to consider, Unless the ques-
tion is settled speedily, the local bodies will
Lbave great difficulty in maintaining roads.
The State is anxious to enter into trading
enterprises, and therefore I must refer to
the matter of electric cooking extension in
Cottesloe. About 18 months ago Mr. Taylor,
the manager of the Government electricity
supply, went to the Old Country, one of his
objects being to bring bhack the plant neces-
sary for the installation of electric cookers
in Cottesloe. TUnfortunately, however, the
Government turned down the provision, on
these very Estimates, of £2,000 for cookers,
the reason being the expense. This shows how
awkward it is when Governments take on
such enterprises and will not go the whole
hog. The Government have a monopoly of
current, and all the streets in the districts
ave now installed to carry the enrrent for the
stoves, but the stoves themselves are nol
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forthcoming. The housewives expected to be
able to go somewhere and hire stoves, but
unfortunately that eannot be done. The
stoves not having Leen provided, the lucal
bhodies are now negotiating for installation
of gas—a retrograde step, because gas cook-
ing is not comparable to electric eooking. It
seems a great pity that for the sake of
an additional £2,000 needed to inaugurate
the scheme, about a thousand houses
should lose 1he benefit of cheap eleciric cook-
ing. The Government have expended £30,000
or £40,000 in installing the electric plant, but
for the sake of the proverbial haporth of
tar they do not complete the work,
and in consequence are able in the main
only to snpply current for lighting. This
is a small matter, but the present is
the only opporinnity of bringing it before the
Government. I urge the Minister, even at this
juncture, to go into the question with his
officers, and see whether the stoves cannot be
supplied; vtherwise gas will be installed, and
all this gnod custom will go to a company
‘nstead of to the Government. Mr. Tavlor
was to have manufactured the stoves here,
which would have meant another local in-
dustry, T hope the questton will receive
sdequate consideration from the Govern-
ment. On another small matter, the ques-
tion of subways and ramps, 1 would point
out that throughout the metropolitan area
there are many overhead bridges. As the
steps wear away, it would be advisable to
repiace them by sloping ramps or ap-
prozches. At Cottesloe the station master is
anxious that this should be done; the cost
will be about £80. It seems wrong to go on
vear after year replacing steps when ramps,
vwhich are muech more convenient, especially
in wet weather, might be installed. On the
subject of tramways extension, Claremont
residents are anxious that the Government
should make a slight connection—about a
quarter of a mile is involved—between the
present Claremont tram and the Crawley
tram, therehy reducing the time of
the city from 45 minutes
to 25, The Claremont eilizens vegard
this matter as important, Next, and
Instly, T would ask the Premier and the
Alinister for Railways to consider whether
the 3ft. Sin. wauge is going to remain with
us for all time—whether they consider that
it shonld apply to railway extensions for,
sav, the next 20 vears. The Federal Gov-
ernment have shown activity durine the last
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three or four years in extending the stand-
ard railway pauge. The present might be
s favourable time for bringing the matter to
the notice of the proper authorities in the
Old Country. Those who most eriticise our
3ft. Gin. pauge and the break of gaunge, are
visitors from Home. The oceasion might be
taken to hit them back by letting it be known
that if the British Government like to put
the matter in order for us we shall be only
too glad to accept money for that purpose.
Instead of merely talking about the matter,
it would be well to spend 10 or 15 millions
in rectifying the position. If, on the other
hand, our Government consider that the 3ft.
fin. gauge is to be our standard and that
the break of gauge, with all its difficulties
and economie losses, is to continue for all
time, I have no more to say. My opinion is
that the British Government, now they have
heen shown that Western Australia is'a place
in which they can seftle many thousands of
people, may regard the present as a good
time to face the question of putting our rail-
ways in order. It would mean a huge army
of employees here for a time, and many of
them would eventually become group set-
tlers.

MR. A. WANSBROUGE (Albany)
[9.40]: Like other members I desire to raise
my voice on behalf of my distriet. I greatly
regret that these Loan Estimates make no
provision for the constrnction of the Den-
mark-Nornalup railway. Possibly under the
pew migration agreement something might be
done towards the construction of the line.
If thw Government decide to build the rail-
way under that scheme, I hope there will be
no undue delay. The railway would mean
great encouragement to group setflement. T
am aiso disappeinted at finding on the Esti-
mates no mention of the Tudor-Denmark de-
viation. That deviation is essential prior to
the construction of the Denmark-Nornalup
line, becanse the present grade 15 one in 490,
whereas the deviation would make it one in
80. The two projeets in question have been
hefore us year after vear, and it is hich
time semething was done. Manv members
have spoken ahout the supply of additional
rolling stock for our railways. Some of
them have complained, hut T fail to see
that there is much to grumble about. Only
minor delays have oceurred, and these are
due tn the diversion of wheat from its
natural ports, in some instances involving
unnceessary hanlage of as much as 150 or
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160 miles. It is not reasonable to expect
the Government to spend thousands of
pounds in building trucks whieh will be
lying idle for six months out of the 12.
Another regret 1 have to express is the
absence from these Estimates of an item
io provide office aceommodation for the
ofticial staifs attached to the Assembly.
Members will agree that something should
be done, and that the existing unsightly
iron offices should be done away with. We
vught to have something up to date in their
place. The other evening I had the pleasure
of going into the Chief ‘‘Hansard’’ Re-
porfer’s room at 9 o’clock, and he was there
dietating the speeches of members to a
lady typist. Both the Chief ‘‘Hansard’’
Reporter and the Jady reminded me of two
boiled lobsters. This was due to the heat
of the room. Better aceommodation will,
I am sure, be welecome by the “Hansard’’
typistes and reporters.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [9.:4]:
After the eloqnent address of the member
for Leederville (Mr. Millington) I must say
a word for the Lord-street tramways ex-
tension, a matter of only three-eighths of a
mile. Certainly, the present Government
have shown themselves partieularly sym-
pathetic to the metropolitan area. Indeed,
the metropolitan area has received more
consideration from the present (lovernment
than from any other Government of the
last 10 or 12 years.

Mr. Teesdale: Youn need not show them
up like that.

Mr. HUGHES: I hope the board inquir-
ing into the building of further tramway
lings will consider the advisableness of
levying a tax on the owners of unimproved
land that will be served by tramway con-
struction. If the board went into the
improved value of vacant land brought
about by the extension of tramways, the
fizures would be found to be astonishing.
I know a property at the northern end of
the rity eovering several acres. About a
mile of tramway extension was put in, and
the value of that Jand went up by leaps
and bounds. If the Government are to find
money to build tramways past large areas
of vacant land, and the landowners are to
take the nnearned inerement, it will be
very unfair.

The Premier: I think some of the agifa-
tion for extensions is due to the land-
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holders, who want the irams becaunse of the
increased values they bring.

Mr. HUGHES: Oue gentleman was most
persistent that I should introduce a depuin-
tion to the JMinister for Railways asking
for a tramway. However, I discovered that
most of the land to be served was owned
by the gentleman in question. 1 know a
man who held two blocks of land for just
on 20 years and would willingly have
parted with them for £40. Suddenly he
found the Como tramway passing quite
close lo his land, whereupon he had no
dilficulty in selling his blocks for £90, TIn
that instance the State made him a gift of
£30 by putting down a tramway, The board
should go into the improved values of land
adjacent to tramways, and the House should
then pass legislation to bring to the State
that unearned inercment. T're member for
Leederville (Mr. Millington) expatiated
upou the ability of the board. If the board
really he a competent one, I feel sure they
will first of all build the Lord-street exten-
sion. All the proposed extensions are justi-
fled, but the Government are being called
upon to find money in order to make gifts
{o private landholders. T suggest that the
Premier authorise the board to go into the
question of improved land values conse-
quent on the building of framways, with a
view to hringing down legislation that will
return to the State the money that natur-
ally helongs fo the people.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

MR. J. H. SMITH {XNelson) [9.50]: 1
want to bring a few matters of umportance
under the notice of the Committee, prinei-
pally relating to the opening up and
develaping of the South-West generally. I
regret to find that in many instances money
that should have heen made available on
the Fstimates is not made available. Rail-
wayvs that have been promised for a numbher
of vears have not been faken into considera-
tion. .\ certain amount has been placed on
the Estimates for the relayving of the rail-
way from Jarnadup to Pembertoen. That is
a verv necessary work. But no provision
has been made for the continuation of that
line from Pemberton to Denmark. It is
the policy of the Government that settle.
ment shall not be encouraged beyond 1214
miles from existing railways. I want to ask
the fovernment how they reconcile their
action in not placing money on the Esti-
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mates to continue this railway when they
are expending vast sums of money on group
settlements more than 30 miles from the
line?

The Premier: But close to oue of the
best roads in the State,

Mr. J. H. SMITH : That shows the
Prewier’s lack of knowledge of the climatie
conditions of the South-West. It is the
policy of the Government to make the road
boards mainiain the roads after they have
been constructed by the Government. How
can the Warren Road Board maintain that
road, when it passes through 14 miles of
State torest from which no rates ean be
collected?

The Premier: Oh, well, the board will
do like everybody else, come to the Gov-
ernment for assistance.

Mr, 4. H. SMITH: And be sent away
empty-handed, as they have been by
previous Clovernments.

The [remier : Empty-handed ?
what is this 4§ millions for?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Premier must
know that those roads will not stand up to
heavy traflic in wet weather. I want to
know whether the Premier is going to earry
on that railway. .

The Premier: Now you have just passed
the 23 million mark.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Well, the country war-
rants it. There is a great deal of dissatis-
faction amongst group settlers, not only at
Northeliffe, but in the Denmark area also.

The Premier: That is a £20,000 per mile
job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, I know that, but
only down to the Warren River, about six
wiles; and those six miles wil! serve to feed
the Pemberton mills wilh splendid timber. I
am sorry that railway is oot provided for
on the Estimates. The people down there
will be disheartened. They have had to face
great difficulties and are becoming more dis-
heartened every day. The present Govern-
ment came in with a direct mandate to build
that line. They have cheap money available
for the purpose.

The Premier: We will build it if you give
us time,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It iz an absolute
breach of faith that the line is not being pro-
ceeded with. The greatest critic of group
settlement, the member for Guildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) says he is quite sure the
group seitlers south of Manjimup will make
zood. That distriet is going ahead by leaps

Then
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and bounds and requires only railway com-
munig¢ation. The other night the member for
Avon (Mr. Griffiths) referred io the Yorkra-
kine railway, which he said had been pro-
mised for 17 years. I agree that the settlers
are entitled to that railway. But seitlers have
been out between Boyup Brook and Cran-
brook for the past 60 or 70 years, and have
been promised a railway ever since Lord For-
rest’s time. Yet there is no money on the
Estinrates for even a survey of the line. 1T
have had innumerable leiters from those set-
tlers, and to-day I received a wire asking me
to arrange still another interview with the
Premier on the subject. So much do the
Government think of that country south and
east of Bridgetown that not one acre is open
for selection; it is all held by the Govern-
ment for group settlement.

The Premier: There is an enormous sum
of money for the South-West on these Esti-
mates.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But what is the use of
expending a great deal of money in the
Sonth-West when the settlement is 30 miles
from the nearvest railway? Ouly by railway
ean the heavy traffic be carried over that
eountry during the wet season. If we had
only a light railway, with but two trains a
week, it would do to begin with. The Gov-
ernment af long last decided to throw open
the town blocks at Pemberton. The prices
they realised reminded one of a gold rush.
It must be enconraging to the Government to
know that people from all over the State eon-
sidered that country had great possibilities,
and consequently were prepared to pay such
high prices for blecks for irading purposes.
I want {0 know whether it is the intention of
the Government to carry out their original
policy. I give them eredit for having opened
up that country by establishing the State
sawmill, which was part and parcel of their
programme. The Governmeni should go fur-
ther and conpect that State sawmill with
Flinders Bay and in that manner save lieavy
haulage and at the same time open up a
magnificent area of eountry.

The Premier: What route would that
take?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: From Pemberton to'

Flinders Bay, a distance of about 50 miles.
It would really open wp the finest countiry in
the South-West and there are no engineering
difficulties of any deseription. I do not see
any provision made on the Estimates for the
establishment of butter factories 1o serve
the groups. This State, the English Gov-
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ernment and the Commonwealth Government
have a lot of money invested in the South-
West, and the State Governmueni must know
that it is impossible for the people down
there to make good as dairy farmers unless
they have bulter factories almost at their
doors. If we are to establish people in the
South-West we must give them ordinary fac-
ilities which will help them to make good.
Otherwise we might just as well be throwing
our money into the ocean. Private enterprise
made an attempt to start a mitk refining fae-
tory there and a butter factory, but the pro-
posifions fell through, because not sufticient
money could be raised. It is impossible to
expect a new settler to take up £10 worth of
shares in such a concern. Therefore it is the
duiy of the Government to establish these
faclories. Laler the Government can go to
the settlers and say “These factories cost us
so much. It is your duty now {o see that
they pay.”

The Minister for Agriculture: But you
are always squealing about Stale enterprises.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Nothing of the kind.
1t was my vote thai saved Slate enterprises.
I wish to say a few words about the re-grad-
ing of the railway lines in the South-West.
A preat deal of time and money Is
lost through the difficult grades that exist.

The Premier: We have done more in the
last few years in that direction than was
ever done hefore.

AMr. J. . SMITH: T am aware of that,
but the Government have not been re-grad-
ing those lines that require the work to be
done urgently. The re-grading is being
carvied out where it is not urgently neces-
sary, for instance between Perth and Bun-
bury where the line is as level ag a billiard
table. Re-grading should have been carried
out between Donnybrook and Manjimup and
between Brunswick and Collie. The grades
there should be one in 70 or one in 65. At
the present time between six and eight
trains a day are run along grades of one in
40 and they carry 150 tons, whereas as soon
as they get on to level country the load is in-
creased to a ionnage of from 750 to 1,000. I
have been advocating this for years and I
have always pointed out that it was bad en-
gingering in the first place. We should bor-
row a great deal of money for railway con-
struction, especially when we have such very
fine country to open up. If the Premier
would only throw open some of the forest re-
serves, considerable revenne could be ob-
tained. The forestry officers could mark the
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trees that have grown to maturity and which
are to-day deteriorating. DBecause they are
under S0 inches, no one is allowed to cut
them. The Minister should use his authority
and open up these Crown lamds and so en-
able the State to derive a zood deal more re-
venue. We should remove the trees that are
deteriorating and then establish a proper sys-
tem of reforestation. I hope that the Pre-
mier will see his way clear to order a survey
to be made of the railway between Boyup
Brook and Cranbrook which was so strongly
recommended by the Advisory Board. He
should also tell us whether he intends to get
a survey tnade of the line between Manjimup
and Mt. Barker.

The Premier: There is an item on the
Estimates for surveys of new lines.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: X will take the op-
portunity to speak on that jater. The Gov-
ernment should realise that there are many
group settlers 25 and 30 miles from a rail-
way and they should proceed without delay
with the construction of the railway that has
been already autherised. I would make it a
eriminal offence to settle people on land that
was more than 12 miles from & railway. The
people who are at Northeliffe require all the
assistance we ean give them. Tt has been said
that the line would cost £20,000 a mile to
build, I am given to understand that after
the first six or seven miles, when the Warren
River has been crossed, there are no engineer-
ing difficulties. The £20,000 a mile is the
bogey that has been put up. After the War-
ren River has been crossed the line goes
throngh plain eountry and if ean be laid for
£5,000 a mile. T frust that the Government
will see their way to extend facilities to the
settlers at Northeliffe.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Railways and Tramways, £887,651:

Item, Additions, Tmprovements to opened
railways, £100,000:

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I would like
to know from the Minister for Railways
whether anything has been done to cope with
the dust arising from the woodworking ma-
chines at the Midland shops. I wounld also
like to know whether steps are been taken to
establish eommunication between the north
and south side of the township of Bassen-
dean.

Mr. THOMSON: T would like to know
whether any provision has been made for an
overherd bridge at Tambellup.
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Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Has any pro-
vision been made for an overhead bridge ab
Mt. Barker? Three serious accidents have
happened there during the last few years.

Mr. MANN: Has the Minister given con-
sideration to the advisableness of adopting a
uniform system of weighiny produce econ-
signed from the country to the eity? Mer-
chants complain that upon getting a truck of
chaft or grain they frequently find that it
weighs tfrom 5 or 6 to 10 or 11 cwt. short,
the ditference beinz always against the cus-
lomer, who pays freight on the larger quan-
tity. Fither the system of weighing is
deficient or the country weighbridges are
absnlete.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: That statement is not
right,

Mr. MANXNN: DJMerchants complain that
they pay freight on large ynantities of pro-
duce which thev do not recetve, and that
they have to apply for refunds.

The MINISTER YOR RATLWAYS: As
the member for Guildford knows, his pro-
posals involve an expenditnre of £12,000 or
£13,000. I am sorry that at this stage it is
not possible to find that amount of money
for those purposes. The items for the Rail-
way Department on these Estimates orig-
inally totalled £980,000, which amount has
been cut down to some £40,000. Like pre-
vious Governments, the presant Government
endeavonred to do such things as are for the
undoubted convenience of the public, but
matters of a reproduetive character must re-
eeive prior consideration. Indeed, many
ifems that would be reproductive have had to
be ent ont heeanse the Premier could not
find the necessary funds. The Bassendean
bridge would certainly be a convenience, but
the expense involved is at present foo heavy.
The same remark applies to the dust-remov-
ing plant, which would be a great con-
venience to the Midland Junection workshops

employees. I was particularly keen on
that item, because 1 consider that a
Government depariment has no right
to shelter itself behind the fact of

being a State concern. Tt it were a pri-
vate concern, action could be taken under
the Factories and Shops Act. I am strongly
sympathetic towards the proposal, and trust
that it will appear on next vear's Estimate.

Item, Perth Electric Tramways
extensions, £23,000:

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Tramway
Advisory Committee are developing in an

and
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extraordinary manner. Apparently they
have been appointed to review work
already accomplished. A Royal Commis-
sion went info the question of tramway
extension, and I understand the then
Opposiiion agreed that the Commission
had done their work and that the decisions
were {0 be hounoured if the then Opposi-
tion were returned to power. Various
inembers, nyself among them, have
pledged themselves on the hustings to the
Royal Commission’s econclusions.

The Premier: There was no concurrence
so far as I was concerned. I did not
pledge myself in any way whatever re-
garding tramway extensions, Of course
every candidate could pledge himself in
any way he chose.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSON: I understand
that the party as a party agreed to the
Royal Commission’s eonclusions, including
the order of construction. By the appoint-
ment of the Tramway Advisory Com-
mittee the Government might placate one
seetion to the detriment of another. T do
not like these hoards and committees, be-
cause their decisions and recommendations
frequently result in nothing but compliea-
tion.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Royal Commission
referred to by the member for Guildford
was appointed by the previons Govern-
ment. We held a number of sittings re-
parding proposed framway extensions in
the metropolitan area. I never heard that
either the then Government or the then
Opposition were bound by the Commis-
sion’s recommendations.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We took yonr
advice.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, ag far as it suited
the late Covernment to do so. However,
the member for Northam was away in
England at the time. In his absence the
previons Government started the Como
tramway, after the Commission had been
appointed but before they had begun their
investigations. TIad the Commission sat
earlier, the Como fiaseo would never have
occurred. Like the member for Guildford
I was surprised ai the appointment of the
Advisory Committee. The late Government
also disregarded the Commission’s reeom-
mendations regarding the route of the
Clatemont tramway.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The reason for the
appoiniment of the Royal Commission was
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a request made by metropolitan members.
It had been argued that bus eompetition
interfered to such an extent with tramways
that this was not a proper time to extend
them. I feel sure the Advisory Committee
will give the lie to that assertion. If the
Royal Commission had not been appointed,
the old bogey would have been irotted onf
all the time, “We cannot construct any
further tramways while we have the motor
bus competition.’’

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £251,795:
ltem, Fremantle Harbour Works, £75,000:

Mr. SAMPSON : I regret that again
there is no provision for a pre-cooling shed.
Time and again our fruit shippers have
stressed the importance of pre-cooling fruit
that is going aboard. As the quantity of
apples, pears, and oranges being sent over-
seas is imcreasing, it is important that the
decision arrived at some years ago shonld
be carried into effect. However, I ean find
no reference to it.

The Premier: That being so, you eannot
discuss it.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then ithe Government
are not giving consideration to the fruit-
growers. It is a great pity that the in-
creasing demands of the fruit industry
should not be counstdered by the Govern-
ment.

Item—Improvements to Harbouwrs and
Rivers, £15,000:

Mr. SLEEMAN: I take it this includes
the Rotinest jetty. Does this mean that
the Government are going on with the new
jetty, or that they are to pateh up the old
Jetty ?

The Premier: To patch up; that is all.

Yote put and passed.

Vote—Water
£740,886 :

Ttem—Water Supply in Agricultural Dis-
tricts:

Mr. LINDSAY: I should like to know
from the Minister whether there is any
intention of going on with the No. 1
scheme.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : That matter is
under consideration. The Premier, when in-
troducing the Loan Estimates, referred to an

Supply and Sewerage,
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amount of something like £250,000 for the
rock ¢aiclimentl arcas.

Mr., SAMPSOX: I should like to ask the
Minister whether provision is made for the
Parkerville extension?

The Premier: That is not an agricultural
distriet.

Mr. BAMPSON: Yes, it is.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : The Parkerville
extension, like otbhers from the 30in. main,
will receive consideration during the year.
Up to the present the Parkerville people
have not complied with the conditions, When
they do, their request will he considered.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Development of Goldfields and
Mineral Resources, 8106000 :

Myr. CHESSON: I should like to know
if there is anything here for diamond drill
boring. Some time ago the Minister prom-
ised that three diamond drills would be
made available. Also I should like to know
whether there is any provision for installing
at Siate batieries a fire assay plant for
the use of people endeavouring to run big
propositions where panning does not give
any indication of the value of the lode.
In such instances, the only satisfactory way
is to take sectional samples and submit them
to fire assay. Some provision should be
made either for installing fire assay plants
or for utilising the services of the manager
of the State battery to assist the prospector
in arriving at a true value.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am pleased that the
Governmment bave scen fit to provide addi-
tional money fo develep some of our mining
areas by diamond drilling. A recent exam-
ple is to be found at the Wiluna mines
where some highly satisfactory work has
heen done. Diamond drilling iz a very ex-
pensive process, and it 15 of no nse attempt-
ing it except under proper supervision.
There are in Western Audkfralia large
known ore bodies that should be prospected
with the diamond drill. It is almost impos-
sible te interest private enterprise in this
work, and so if it be necessary that oold
mining should continue, it is necessary that
this initial work should be carried out hv
somebody. WWhen Sir James Mitchell was
Premier and the proposal was submitted to
him, he sad, “If we diamond drilled one
of those areas and found values, what would
we do with the mine?’ My reply was, “It
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is easy to dispose of a mine once you locale
it” 1t could be sold by tender or auction.

Hon. W, D. Jobason: Or worked as a
State tradiog concern.

Mr. Davy: Even the member for Guild-
ford would not relish it as a State {rading
coneeri.

Mr. LAMBERT: If a mine were located,
speculators or investors would be sufficiently
interested to offer a price. I hope a vig-
orous policy will be carried on. Within
a mile of the Coolzardie post office over a
million pounds worth of gold was produced
in o comparatively few years, and only one
shaft is down to a depth of 900 feet. I
bope the recommendations of Mr. Kingsley
Thomas will not be overlooked, and that
some diamond drilling will be done in the
Coolgardie area.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We pro-
pose to do some diamond drilling this year.
The Under Secretary for Mines has been
instructed to make arrangements for diam-
ond drilling at the north end of Kalgoorlie,
where an arca has been reserved for the
purpose, and after that we shall oo on to
Coolgardie.

Vote put and passed.

Vole — Development
£2,250,300 -

Mr. HUGHES: Some lime ago it was
pointed out that an air compresor installed
at Fremantle had been debited to the Wynd-
ham Meat Works. 1t is unfair to debit a
State trading concern with machinery sup-
plied to a competitor. Have the proper
adjustments becn madae?

The Premier: 1 do not think so.

Mr. HUGHES: So that Wyndham is
still paying interest and sinking fund on
that compressor.

The Premier: If it was so at the time.

Mr. HUGHES: It i1s most unfair that
Wyndham should be charzed up with the
£12,000.

Mr, Thomson: I agree with that.

Mr. HUGIIES: An adjusting entry should
he put through.

Mr. SAMPSON: Some fruit submitted
for competition in the packed export class
won a prize, and it was sugzested that it
shonld be held in cold storace 10 be exhibited
at the August show. The grower did some-
thingz helpful to the industry, and he should
rot he called upon to pay the cold storage
rharges. Yet I understand that the regula-

of Agriculture,
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tions do not permit of fruit being held in
this way without charge. I hope the Minis-
ter will consider amending the regulation.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—NKouds and Bridges, public build-
ings, ete., £220,962:
- ltem, Perth Causeway
£200:

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: A small amount
is to be spent on the Causewny. It is neces-
sary that the traific congestion on the Cause-
way should be relieved by the construetion
of another bridge between the Causeway and
Guildford in some convenient part of the
metropoiitan area. Bayswater is probably
the ideal place for ancther bridge. Will it be
possible for someihing to he done in this
matter at an early date?

reinstatement,

(Mr. Lutey resumed the Chair.)

The MINISTER FOR \WORKS: There is
no thought of consirueting any other bridge
over the river this year, or of doing any-
thing more to the Causeway this year.

Iten, Publie buildings (including sewer-
age and equipment new buildings), £07,126:

Mr. THOMSON: I would draw the atten-
tion of the Minisler for Works {o the accom-
modation provided for the officers of the
Katanning branch of the Agricultural Bank.
The accommodation is quite insnfficient. It
13 suggested that the courthouse should be
used for 1he bank, and that a new courthouse
should be erceted.

The Minister for Works:
not yet gome hefore me,

Mr, SLEEMAN: What is it proposed to
spend on additions to the Fremantle Hos-
pital?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A start
will be made with the work this year, but I
cannot say how much will be done.

Item, Loans and grants to loeal authori-
ties for erection of country hospitals, £19,-
185:

Mr. THOMSON
very small.

The Premier: It is more than the amount
spent last year. We have been very generous
in the matter of country hospitals.

Itern, Urgent minor works throughount
North-West, £4,568:

M:. LAMOND:
clude?

The matter has

This amount appears

What does this item in-

(COUNCIL.]

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The items are all
set out on page 29 of the Loan Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

Votes — Other wndertakings, £163,500;
Lands I'mprovement Loan Pund, £31,498—
agreed to.

Resolutions and the

adopted.

reported report

House adjourned at 16.56 p.m.

Lcgislative Council,
Wednesday, 9th December, 1925.

Leave of absence 2512
Bills ; Bush Fires Act Amendment., 31! paa!wd 2512
Land Drajnage. Report ... 2512

Industrlai Arbitration Act A d t, B-eeom
Eight Hours, 2r, .. 2613
Metropolitan Water Bupply, Sewemse and Drafo-
uge Act Amendment, 2x, (Amendment 6
months defeated), Com. s 2521

British Imperial Ol Coy,, Ltd, {Pm abe), 11-. 2554

In Roads, Rlecom, 2535
luclngRatrlctl on Act Amendment 2n. Com., -

Heport 2538

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.au., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSBENCE.

On molion by Hon. E, Rose, leave of
absence for six eonsecutive sittings granted
fo Hon. . E. 8, Willmott (South-West) on
the ground of urgent private business.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL--LAND DRAINAGE.
Repert of Committee adopted.



